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nconstitutional, chronic; not accidental, but per- | envenomed arrows upon as. Their leader [Mr. 
$1 anent have produced a profound impression on the pub- || 
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| The results of this West India emancipation |! 
|| Sewarp] hasalready’this session declared that the 
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| advance to another view of the subject. What || lic a of the world. We see this by various | Supreme Court must be remodeled in the interests 
mul the purpose of this northern sectional party? || developments—in England, inthe tone of the Lon- || of*humanity.’’ Their mode of remodeling courts 
sion ” — leading idea is power. It desires to ob- || don Times; in France, by the recent action of || is seen in the late expulsion cf Judge Loring from 
ught ph ivan the Government, and wield the |; Louis Napoleon. | the bench in Massachusetts. 2 ¥ 
mee Gorcransent exclusively for its own benefit. To From this short review I consider myself au- || - I have not language strong enough to express 
TO is -complish this purpose, its instrumentality is || thorized to make the assertion I have as to the || my sense of the calamities and degradation which 
dj hate—hate first, second, and all the time—hate present strength of the institution of slavery. | would fall upon the South by acquiescence under 
7 {the South by the North. To verify this asser- || Slavery is interwoven with the material interests || the domination of this northern sectional party. 
and ‘ion, we have only to read the productions of its || of the civilized world. You cannot strike down || Their possession of power would be the installa- 
at, if aaiale press, the speeches of its Representatives || slavery without paralyzing free society. Take || tionof hate. The South could notacquiesce in such 
a bere and observe its legislative and individual || one single product which we grow at the South, || domination without abdicating her present and 
y be acts. It wishes to make the North hate the South, || dependent absolutely upon slavery — cotton. || her future. I ama conservative by education, by 
oy and to attain this result it desires to make the || Abolish slavery, abolish the cotton culture, and || allthe instincts of my nature. Lhave been, and am, 
— South hate the North, that the gulf of alienation || there is not a hamlet in the civilized world that | in good faith, sincerely desirous of preserving the 
a may be more profound. [ do not consider that || will not feel the recoil of the blow. The cold || existing Government, if its preservation be possi- 
latto this party is primarily actuated by sympathy for || blasts of your northern winters are arguments for || ble, compatible with the safety and equality of the 
nee the slave. That flag is held out to conciliate a || slavery; from the oracles of God, which you can- || South. Butif the North should—a result I ar- 
tock ortion of the North. There is a portion of the |/ not disregard without entailing inexpressible suf- || dently hope may never take place—put the Fed- 
aken orth, a minority, | think in every State, who || fering on all those who live by their daily toil. || eral Government in the hands of this party whose 
@ be really sympathize with the slave. To conciliate || lt is not too much to say that civilization itself || capital is hate of the South, then I shall think 
‘Mdea this class, the northern sectional party assumes || hangs upon threads of catton. The productions | and proclaim to my countrymen of the South that 
a the championship of the cause of the slave. The || of hot regions are necessary to the white race in || we have nothing more to expect from the justice 
oe emancipation crusade proper, is, I think, weaker || the northern zones; these productions cannot be || of our northern brethren; and that the time has 
pe now than at any period within the last quarter of || obtained withoutslavery. You Free-Soilers and || come for us to take our destinies into our own 
a acentury; and slavery, as an institution, stands || Abolitionists of the North are the abettors of sla- || hands. Ifthe South acts, I shall rejoice; if she does 
© Be upon stronger ground now in a moral and politico- || very. Why do you use our cotton, our sugar, | not, I shall retire tomy farm, and lament that we of 
ia economical point of view, than it has doneat any || our rice? If you shudder, as some of you pre- || the South have so far fallen from our high estate. 
. time since 1830. After the great wars of Napo- |! tend to do, at the sin of slavery, why do you | Mr. COVODE. Mr. Chairman, the doctrine 
— leon were ended, the public mind of Europe, agi- || solace yourselves with the comforts and the lux- || of ** popular sovereignty,’ or the right of the 
wal tated by a series of great events, could notat once || uries of slave labor? Give them up; cease to use | people of a Territory to make their own laws, 
Ay subside into calmness. . It needed the stimulus of || the products of slave labor, and we shall believe || without let or hindrance on the part of Congress, 
ed by some agitation, and the want was supplied by the || in your sincerity, even if we are more convinced | or interference from any quarter, had its origin ie 
oer emancipation propaganda. England yielded to it || of your folly. If not, then are you not slavery || in the political necessities of a presidential as- 4 
FY, a8 between 1830 and 1840, and abolished slavery in || abettors, and is there not some little inconsistency || pirant, and was first announced in the famous of 
as 0 her West India possessions. This emancipation || in your professions and your practice ? | ** Nicholson letter.’’? That letter made its appear- ta 
ae mania went upon three ideas. This northern sectional party cannot be blind || ance in 1848, just prior to the meeting of the Bal- a 
ubject 1. That slavery was wrong in foro conscientie. || to the evidences of the times. They cannot but || timore convention, and its author, General Cass, a 
3 2. That emancipation would be better for the || see that emancipation is a delusion. I therefore | received the nomination of that body for the Pres- e 
wich negroes. a - | feel authorized to assume as I have, that, in agen- | idency. It was ri garded as a happy thought at 7 
OF pri 3. That emancipation would be better for the |/ eral sense, they are not agitating in the interest || the time, inasmuch as it relieved the party on the ig 
ons ex- civilized world, as the enfranchised slaves would || of the slave. They are agitating for sectional || one hand of the Wilmot proviso, and on he other tn 
or, na produce more working as freemen. | power. The truth sometimes develops itself in- || of the southern demand made by a few ultraists, vi 
This last assumption was, I have no doubt, || voluntarily; and so it was resneny in the mem- || with Mr. Calhounat their head, of the right of the * i 
1g he more efficacious in producing emancipation than || orable declaration of your great leader, [Mr. Sew- || slaveholders to carry their slave property into atl 
any other; for England, in common with the rest | ARD,] that ‘‘ the battle was over and won;”’ that || the Territories of the Union. But the South was 
l, also of the civilized world, has always pursued her || the North had now a majority of free States, and || far from being pleased with the ‘* compromise,’’ 
Mire material interests without any squeamish regard | would soon have an excess of four free States. || and signalized its displeasure by failing to elect 
to the rights of inferior races, as is illustrated on |; This was a pregnant declaration; it is true, too. || its author to the Presidency. From that time for- 
o came every page of history. The emancipationists | The equilibrium of the two sections is at an end. ward, although the Democratic party has nomi- 
A case; might have bawled themselves hoarse in Exeter || The North have a majority in every department || nally clung to the doctrine of popular sovereignty, 
10t Cit Hallover the alleged wrongs of the Africans, with- || of the Government except the judiciary. Inthe || it has been more and more the fashion to construe 
out making any impression on the policy of Eng- || House of Representatives the majority now is || jt in the manner least objectionable to the South; 
rthern land, if they had not adroitly held up the lure of || large; by the next census in 1860, the North will || until at length it has been brought into harmony 
1S Was material advantage in connection with the move- || have a vastly increased preponderance, amount- | with the constitutional theories of the great Caro- 
on. ment. ing to nearly two thirds. In the Senate they will || linian. 
Texas. But the English emancipation act has led to || soon have a ey of eight votes. Intheelec- || The doctrineas enunciated by its author plainly 
olently consequences not foreseen by its advocates. A || toral college they will have also a large majority. || meant that the people of a Territory may, as such, 
rty. [ more thorough investigation has been given to the In this aspect of the case two great questions || admit or eae slavery by their territorial laws, 
whole moral aspect of the question.. The result has || suggest themselves to the South: rior to the formation of a State constitution. It 
cquisi- been that, on the grounds of revealed religion and 1. Will this northern sectional party get pos- || is due to General Cass to say that he has always 
natural reason, slavery, humanely administered, || session of the Government? contended for this construction in language as ex- 
efforts 18 founded on impregnable right. Instead of free- 2. What policy will they pursue if in power? plicit as he ever employs upon any occasion. But 
arty to dom being a benefit to the slaves, it has proved a In reference to the first, | think the signs of the || the party, finding this interpretation almost as 
ry & curse. Upon this point the evidence from the ex- || times imply that this northern sectional party may || distasteful to the slaveholding interest as the Wil- 
on this periment in the West Indies has been overwhelm- || get possession of the Government. When we see || mot proviso itself, has gradually receded from it, 
ing the ing, thatthe enfranchised blacks are worse off now || how they have increased in the last few years; || until, as I have stated, the opposite theory, in all 
e to fu- than in a state of slavery. If my time would per- || when we reflect upon their persistent efforts to || its latitude, has been adopted and announced by 
re with mit I could accumulate authorities on this point; || make the North hate the South, how alluring || the President. Mr. Buchanan, in his letter to 
recent but it will not. I can only ina general way refer || power is to States, the plausible pretense that they || Professor Silliman, says: 
y allude to the facts as they have been Foreloped on this || represent exclusively northern interests, their “ Slavery existed at that period, {meaning when the Ne- 
point as sustaining my assertion. If this is here- || pandering to the anti-slavery sentiment, the con- || braska bill was passed,) and still exists in Kansas, under 
e legis- afier controverted, I shall bring forward a maga- || viction is forced upon us, however reluctantly, || the Constitution of the United States.” 
| inten zine of proof upon the subject. | that they may eventually take possession of the In his recent message, dated February 2, in 
»braska But the idea that the free negro would be more || Government. | which he communicated the Lecompton constitu- 
And we productive working for himself than for his mas- Then the question comes up, what policy will || tion to this House, he goes still further, saying: 
tation. ter, has been, of all the assumptions, the most || they pursue? It is obvious that it will be legis- || «ft has been solemaly adjudged by the highest jadicial 
various completely falsified. Space again does not per- || lationexclusively for what they may consider sec- || tribunal known to our laws, that slavery exists in Kansas by 
several mit me to give the statistics on this point. They || tional interests; distributing office, patronage, and |, virtue of the constitution of the United States. Kansas is 
s. have bee isti . oa ae. : : f dherents | therefore, at this moment, as much a slave State as Gcorgia 
Be ist tot en pee b Seat ee ation eae ee a and such wee S || or South Carolina.” 
ion has »1n Ais work called ** Ethiopia,’’ a production || as they may have South—a process of constantagi- || . : 
ded for of signal ability. His eviaense is entitled to the || iia ob Wapleging end southern rights, so In 1854, when the repeal of the Missouri elas 
consti- more weight, as he is not of our camp. He con- || that the Federal Government will be the exponent || mise was under consideration, the yee aes i 
d to the cedes the failure of the West India emancipation || of their ideas and their hate. To complete the | ultra southern ground. ‘T hey declare d in the body 
and in Dera. = offers another—the transfer of the || programme of their policy, they will seize the ] of the Kansas-Nebraska bril that it is 
Cks to Africa. 





judiciary, and from that battery discharge their |] “The true intent and meaning of this act not to legislate 
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slavery into any Territory or State, nor to exclude it there- 
from. but to leave the people thereof perfectly free to form 


and reguiate their domestic institutions in their own way, 
hjcet only to the Constitution of the United States.”’ 


eu 

We all remember that this clause was inserted 
in consequence of the disputes in regard to this 
doctrine of popular sovereignty. General Cass 
and his northern friends contended that slavery 
js a local institution, and that it exists nowhere 
except under the sanction of positive law; while 
the southern ultraists contend that slavery ex- 
ists as a matter of right in all the Territories. In 
1854, the Democratic party determined not to be 
embarrassed by this question, and accordingly 
inserted the above declaratory clause in the Kan- 
sas-Nebraska bill. 
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it will be seen that the Democracy has been 


steadily gravitating southwardly for nine or ten 
years past, until it atlength stands squarely upon 
the South Carolina platform. 

In 1847, the northern wing of the party voted 
for the Wilmot proviso. In 1848, they wheeled 
about and denied the right of Congress to abolish 
slavery in the Territories; but declared it to be 
the inalienable right of the people inhabiting them 
to admit or exclude slavery at their pleasure, 
either by their ‘Territorial Legislatures, or in the 
formation of their State constitutions. In 1850 
to 1854, this right was fiercely contested by the 
South, and the party was induced to take a neu- 
tral, or doubtful, position; in 1855-6-7, the re- 
pugnance of the slave interest to *‘ squatter sov- 
ereignty’’ crew intense, and the party yielded still 
further; in 1858, they throw off all disguise, and 
openly avow that the Constitution carries slavery 
into all the Territories of the Union, and that no 


man can be a Democrat who denies this proposi- | 


ton, 
I can conceive of but two further steps in this 


downward progress. The first of these is, to de- | 


clare in favor of reopening the African slave trade; 
and the second is, to get up another Dred Scott 
decision in favor of the right to carry slavery into 
the free States. 


We know that the revival of the slave trade is | 
earnestly demanded by the more active spirits of | 


the South. The Governor of South Carolina had 
recommended it to the attention of the Legisla- 
ture; and in Louisiana the Legislature, or at 
least one branch of it—the other, however, has 
rejected it by two votes—has, within a few 


weeks, passed an evasive act for the revival of | 


the traffic in slaves, under the name of appren- 
tices, or hired laborers. Indeed, it is stated in 
the newspapers that the trade has been actually 
revived, on the coast of Mississippi, in defiance 


of the United States laws, which brand it as | 


vivacy. I have littl doubt that the trade might 
G successfully carried on without the formality 
of a repeal of the laws prohibiting it, for we all 
know the alacrity of the President in efforts to 
conciliate the South. In Kansas we have seen 
him trample onlaw and justice; violate his pledges; 
and give countenance to the most infamous frauds, 
by turning out of office Governors and Secretaries 
who would not connive at them. How prepos- 
terous, then, the idea that the President would 
higgle at the allowance of the slave trade, or put 
himself to inconvenience in the enforcement of an 
unpopular statute of fifty years’ standing! The 
slave trade may therefore be regarded as practi- 
cally redatablished: but there is reason to believe 
that the South will demand its legal recognition, 
and the experience of the last few years would 
lead to the expectation that the Democratic party 
will adopt the African slave trade as a plank in its 
platform. 
party is to meet at Charleston, South Carolina, in 
1860, for the purpose of nominating acandidate for 
the Presidency, and the time and place will be 
eminently fitting for the insertion of the ebony 
plank. 

The doctrine that the Constitution carries sla- 
very into the free States has also found favor 
with the leading members, of the party. There 
are those who insist that the Dred Scott decision 
covers this ground; and among this number is the 
official organ of the Government, the Washington 
Union. That paper, on the 17th of November 


The next national convention of the | 


last, distinetly asserted the right of the slavehold- | 
ers to carry their slaves into the free States, and | 
to remain with them as long as they think proper, | 


any law of those States to the contrary notwith- 
standing. ‘The South will ere long insist upon 
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_ hold in reserve: the right to reduce the poor whites || ture, were the following. Iam not awar 


| they may attempt to reduce it to practice. Why |, ten, published, or circulated, or shall knowingly aid or 


| indirectly taken ground in favor of white slavery; 


‘ tory of Kansas’’ in its place. 


| July. They adopted, at one fell swoop, the whole | 








__ March 25, 


- i} P OUM ms meaaapes 
this right, and we may expect to see the Demo- || was, that they were compelled to the r 


. . . d di . idiculous 
cratic party adopt it into its creed, | expedient of passing a supplementary act doc|, 

I have said that the Democracy have but two || ing that where the term * State of Missouri... 
more steps to take in their downward career; but || curs, ‘* Territory of Kansas’’ must be understood, 
there is still another demand which the South will || Among the laws passed by this model Levis, 


; e whether 
of the country, and the laboring classes generally, | they were partly borrowed from the State of Mi 
a : VitS- 


including mechanics, to slavery. This proposi- || souri, or whether they originated entirely with ¢} 
tion has been boldly advanced in the South, Lead- || ruffian Legislature. They appear, however . 
ing editors, politicians, and preachers have es- | be, at least in part, original: gs 


poused it; and the other day it was proclaimed in || 


* Sec. 11. Ifany person print, write, introd 
the Senate Chamber. The time may come when A ae 


4 ; € into, 
| lish, or circulate, or cause to be brought into, pr pub. 


inted, wrir 
a ~ < | « . . > ‘ . . . Assist 
should they hesitate? They pronounce free society || i" bringing into, printing, publishing, or circulating, withi,, 


> a . : this Territory, any book, paper, pamphlet, magazir 
A > success > > > | - bl oe , azine, i: 
a failure —an unsucet ssful experiment made in |! yi, or circular, containing any seetnenanee” — 
western Europe and northern America in com- | opinions, sentiments, doctrines, advice, or innuendo -_ 
paratively modern times—while the whole expe- || lated to promote a disorderly, dangerous, or rebellious i. 
. . . : | ci y : : , ts $ 
rience and practice of mankind, from the earliest || affection among the slaves in this Territory, or to indyeo 


“ys . such slaves to escape from the service of their masters 
ages, attest the utility and ne cessity of slavery. resist their authority, he shall be guilty of a felony. sd 


It has become a cardinal dogma with the leaders || punished by imprisonment and hard labor for a term ni 
of southern opinion, that slavery is the natural || less than five years. ’ _— 
and proper condition of the laboring classes, with- or 12. oe Cee rsd speaking or by writing, 
out reference to the color of the skin or the nature | ee ee eee — have not the right to hold 


: th slaves in this Territory, or shall introduce into this Terri- 
of their employment. The northern Democracy || tory, print, publish, write, circulate, or cause to be ini: 


are now the faithful allies of this white-slavery || duced into this Territory, written, printed, published, o; 


arty » Sout! s adv to assi || cireulated in this Territory, any book, paper, magaziny. 
party of the South, and stand ready to assist them || pamphlet, or circular, containing any denial of the right 0: 
In carrying out every practical measure. BLE of 


. : I can || persons to hold slaves in this Territory, such person shall be 
conceive that the leaders of the party in the free || deemed guilty of a felony, and punished by imprisonment a: 
States will be greatly embarrassed by this ques- || hard labor for a term of not less than two years. And fur 
tion, when they shall be called upon to make an || "er providing, that no person ¢ conscientiously opposed to 


; “. : | holding slaves’ shall sit as a juror in the trial of any cayse 
explicit avowal of the doctrine; but it must be || founded on a breach of the foregoing law. They fur... 


remembered that numbers of them have already || provided, that all officers and attorneys should be swor, 
not only to support the Constitution of the United Stares’ 
but also to support and sustain the organic law of the Ty . 
ritory, and the fugitive slave laws; and that any persoy 








for whoever quotes the Bible in favor of slavery, | 
is the advocate of white slavery. The slavery || offering to vote shall be presumed to be entitled to vote uptil 
instituted and regulated by the Mosaic laws was || the contrary is shown ; and if any one, when required, sail 
white slavery; the nations surrounding the land || refuse to take an oath to sustain the fugitive stave laws, ix 
of Canaan, whom the Israelites were authorized || S!#!! not be permitted to vote. 
to enslave, were white men, Caucasians; and, in || They removed all obstacles to voting at future 
a later age, the servants whom Paul commanded || elections on the part of non-residents, by provid- 
to obey their masters were white servants. Who- || ing that whoever should pay a poll-tax and claim 
ever, therefore, resorts to the Bible for arguments || residence for the time being, should be a qualified 
in support of slavery, stands committed in favor || elector. No length of time was made a necessary 
of the right to enslave his white fellow-citizens. part of the qualification, and the consequence 
In tracing the downward career of the Democ- || was, that any Missourian who could afford the 
racy in the pursuit of ‘* popular sovereignty”’ it || expense of a ride across the line, and the pay- 
is but just that I should admit, as I do with pleas- || ment of a small poll-tax, was legally qualified: 
ure, that a considerable wing of the party has at |! make laws and institutions for Kansas. It was 
leneth awakened to a consciousness of the ‘* base || known that the citizens of the free States could 
uses’’ to which their energies have been applied. || not avail themselves of this privilege, in conse- 
They begin to see, at the eleventh hour, thatthey || quence of the great distance intervening. No one 
have done worse than stand all the day idle. The |! would dream of traveling five to fifteen hundred 
honest Democracy of the North really supposed || miles for the purpose of casting a vote. Even 
that the propagandists of slavery were in earnest || Iowa could afford no aid to the free-State cause, 
when they avowed themselves ready to ‘‘ leave || under this convenient electoral Jaw, since the 
the people perfectly free to form their institutions || western portion of it is, or was at that time, al- 
in theirown way.’’ But the history of the strug- || most uninhabited. 
gle in Kansas has at length opened their eyes. It || Such wasthe ‘ perfect freedom,’’ and ‘“‘popular 
ought to have had that effect sooner, and would || sovereignty’? enjoyed by the people of Kansas 
have done so but for the infatuation of prejudice || at their first election. 
and the pride of partisanship. | Their second election, in 1856, took place wn- 
Sir, 1 will not fatigue the committee by going || derthe ‘* laws”’ passed by this Legislature, which 
into a minute recital of the events of the Kansas || make it a felony to discuss the very questions & 
history. A brief reference to them will be suffi- || issue between the parties; and disfranchise «!! 
cient for my purpose, who would not take an oath to support laws 
The first territorial election took place in March, || which they held in abhorrence. It is the height 
1855. We all know how it was conducted. About || of tyranny to compel a man to swear to suppor! 
five thousand men, in military array, marched || a particular statute as a condition upon which he 
over the line from the State of Missouri, ‘* with || is to exercise the elective franchise. Have citl- 
drums beating and banners flying,’’ dispersed || zens no right to doubt and deny the constitat n- 
themselves through the several counties or elec- | ality of laws? And must American freemen stu 
tion districts; drove the peaceable inhabitants from || tify themselves, or be disfranchised? The idea 
the polls, and cast an overwhelming yote for men || is abhorrent to every man who is not a tyrantor 
of their own party—many of them, like theircon- | a slave at heart. It is the essence of tyranny. 
stituents, citizens of Missouri. Ina few instances What would South Carolina think of sucha 
protests were made by actual residents against | test-oath in regard to a protective tariff? She once 
these violent proceedings, and the Governor, || declared such a tariff unconstitutional and void. 
Reeder, rejected the returns, and gave the certifi- | Suppose the Congress of that day, at the recom 
cates of election to free-State men. But, in most || mendation of General Jackson, had passed an act 
cases, the reign of terror established by the ruffian || prescribing a test-oath, and declaring that no man 
invaders was so complete that no one dared to || who refused to support the tariff act should be 
make a protest; and, as a consequence—though | allowed to vote, what would South Carolina hav: 
not alegitimate consequence—the ruffian intruders |, said to it? I ask her Representatives here — 
secured a large majority of the Legislature. what they would have thoughtof such a test-oat) 
The “ Legislature’’ thus thrust upon the people | I know what their answer must be; not one . 
of Kansas by violence and fraud, assembled in | them but will feel his blood mantle in his chee 
with indignation at the thought. Then how ca® 
they countenance for one moment, directly Th 2 
directly, this infamous test-oath in Kansas‘ Their 





body of laws of the State of Missouri, contained 
in a large volume of several hundred pages, with aaa 
such indecent haste, and with so little regard to || candor will not permit them to deny that the cas ; 
what the book contained, that they neglected to | are perfectly parallel. It is as legitimate to r 
erase ‘‘ State of Missouri,’’ where it occurred in quire a test-oath for one law of Congress 5 © 
the titles of the several acts, and insert ‘‘ Terri- |! another. 


: ae : d 
The consequence || But, Mr. Chairman, is it not too plain to me 


186 


jllusti 
th » te! 
the te 
man ¢ 
are Ki 
tous 
res yh 
youn 
jn fav 
eccas 
all-su 
electi 

Th 
Lecol 
under 
siavel 
tue re 
have 
South 
gitim 
( ol 8 
olutic 
situat 
may ¢ 
prese 
expec 
fracto 
meag' 
very | 


jelsm 
franel 
now & 
her s 
exclu 
of Bri 
Jew t 
intole 
has 
signa’ 
and a 
the H 
repug 
year, 
and i 
fident 
tant d 
tary | 
is arb 
persis 
form. 
elever 
voice 
mons 
An 
halfo 
of bar 
after j 
land? 
It has 
its frig 
of bla: 
for ho 
was a 
where 
men o 
and eg 
tolera 
fore it 
have ¢ 
aS are 
States 
les, a 
Tust 
every 
heart 
word, 
lions f 
the Cz 
hance 
_ The 
Istency 
were Y 
ceived 
could | 





25, 


ulous 
eclar- 
" or. 
stood, 
Sisla- 
ether 
Mis. 
th the 
er, to 


0, pub- 
d, writ 
1 ASs}s1 
Within 
hand. 
Ments, 
Caley 
Dus dis 
induce 
ers Orty 
and be 
TM not 


Writing, 
to hold 
8 Terri. 
€ intro 
thed, or 
igazine, 
right of 
shall be 
iment at 
And fur 
posed to 
lV cause 
j further 
> sworn, 
| States, 
the Ter- 
y person 
ote until 
ed, shall 
laws, ite 


t future 
provid- 
d claim 
ualific d 
pessary 
quence 
‘ord the 
1e pay- 
lified to 
It was 
s could 
} COnse- 
No one 
rundred 
Even 

> cause, 
ince the 
ime, al- 


popular 
Kansas 


lace un- 
p, which 
stions at 
chise all 
ort laws 
e height 
support 
which he 
ave Citl- 
titution- 
nen stul- 
[Phe idea 
pyrant of 
ranny. 
f sucha 
She once 
nd void. 
e recom: 
ed an act 
t no man 
should be 
lina have 
ere now, 
est-oath? 
ot oneof 
his cheek 
how can 
tly or in- 
as? Their 


1858. 





Sn 


“justration, that whoever upholds the validity of 








‘ha territorialelection of 1856, gives his sanction to || 


» test-oaths under which it was held? Nocandid 
es n a the proposition. Those test-oaths 
--o known to have kept thousands of conscien- 
-ogs voters from the polls. The free-State party 
d, in consequence of them, to abstain from 


s Ive ° 
“ and the result was that the election went 


young; 


jn fe 


sasion toimport voters. Their test-oaths were 
occas 


ai-sufficient to secure them a ames ig of the | 


elective franchise and an easy triump 


The Legislature, therefore, which called the | 


Lecompton convention into being, was elected 


th result might have been, and probably would 
have been entirely different. Yet sir, we hear 
ath Carolinians foremost in defense of the le- 
~timaecy of an election conducted on such prin- 
soles. Sir, they should not forget that ‘*a rev- 
olution of the wheel of fortune, an exchange of 
situations is among possible events,’’ and the day 
a y come when the ‘* poisoned chalice”’ may be 
nresented to their lips. A test-oath is a happy 
expedient of the central power to get rid 
éqctory majorities in the States, and give its own 
meager handful of friends the control. Sir, Lam 
very far from thréatening such retaliation; I love 
Viorty not merely for myself and party, but for 
«ij men. But 1 warn the South, and particularly 
South Carolina against the danger of putting this 
tremendous weapon of despotism in the hands of 
this Federal Government. They should fear and 
tremble when they reflect upon their participation 
ju these centralizing measures. 


‘Test-oaths originated ina barbarous age. They | 
were invented by religious intolerance and fanat- | 


icism,and furnished a convenient method for dis- 
franchising and crushing minorities, England is 
now about to efface the last vestige of them from 
her statute-books, by repealing the laws which 


exclude the Jews from the rights and privileges | 


of British subjects. The people of London have, 
several times, within the last ten years, sent a 
Jew to Parliament, merely as a protest against the 
intolerant test-oaths. The House of Commons 
has more than once, indeed, I believe, every time, 
signalized its willingness to repeal the test act, 
and admit the Baron Rothschild to his seat, but 
the House of Lords has shown its characteristic 
repugnance to reform by opposing repeal. Every 
year, however, their opposition grows weaker, 


and if they have not already yielded, it is con- | 
fidently expected that they will do so at no dis- | 
tantday. Sir, the House of Lords is a heredi- | 


tary body, and clings with tenacity to whatever 


is arbitrary and illiberal; but it dare not resist the | 


persistent demands of the British people for re- 
form. It has always yielded—generally at the 
eleventh hour and with a bad grace—to the stern 
voice of the people, spoken through the Com- 
mons. 

And, sir, shall republican America, in the latter 
half of the nineteenth century, transplant this relic 
of barbarism and intolerance to the New World, 


after it has been discarded by monarchical Eng- | 
‘nd? Sir, slavery is itself a relic of barbarism. | 


It has no element of freedom or justice in it; but 
is friends pretend that it only affects the rights 
of black men; that white men are all the more free 
for holding black men in slavery. There never 


Was a grosser fallacy. There can be no freedom | 


Where slavery is, for master or slave; for white 


men or black. It is itself the essence of injustice, | 


and can only be maintained by illiberal and in- 


tolerant laws. It will not bear scrutiny, and there- | 


re It becomes necessary to pass laws, such as I 


‘ave quoted from the code of Kansas, and such | 


*s are to be found in the codes of all the slave 
“tates, forbidding, under heavy pains and penal- 
“es, any denial of the right to hold slaves. It 
Taust have test oaths, in or@er to disfranchise 
, “ty Man who dares to question, even in his 
we of hearts, the justice of the system. Ina 
~ nee demands the same despotic regula- 
= ‘for its support which Louis Napoleon and 
he Czar of Russia find necessary to the mainte- 
Hance of their tyranny. 

. The L 
ane , this test-oath Legislature. Its parents 
cain anism and fraud. It was literally con- 
ou and brought forth in iniquity. What 
“ud weexpect of such a convention but an off- 


vor of the pro-slavery party. They had no || 


et rid of re- | 


: : 
ecompton convention was called into ex- 
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spring like itself, a foul and deformed monster, tify them on that ground! Sir, call you this De- 
| mocracy? No, sir; no, sir; it is the essence of 


abhorred and hated of honest men? 
It is teue that the test oaths were repealed by 


| the Legislature which called the convention into 
| existence; but other precautions were taken to 


stifle the voice of the majority, and secure an easy 
victory to the pro-slavery party, even if the peo- 


| ple had thought proper to vote. 





| 


i 
' 


In the first place, the Legislature authorized a 
census to be taken, and a registry of voters, which 


was very imperfectly performed in any part of the | 


Territory, so far as the free-State party were con- 
cerned; while the greatest care was taken to re- 


¢ | gister every pro-slavery man who had ever paida 
ynder these infamous test-oaths, and owes its pro- | 


wery character to them. Without the test-oaths | 


casual visit to the Territory, or employed a proxy 


| to stake outa‘ claim.’’ In addition to this, about 


half the counties, containing an almost unanimous 
anti-slavery population, were entirely neglected by 


| the census-takers, and were denied any shadow 


of representation in the convention. A second 
and still stronger guarantee of success was the fact 
that the appointment of judges of the election was 
made by the Legislature from the most reckless 
and unscrupulous tools of the slavery faction, and 
the poll-books made returnable, not to the Gov- 
ernor, but to the Speakers of the two Houses, in 
whom the people had not the slightest confidence. 
Under such circumstances it would have been the 
excess of folly on the part of the free-State men 
to participate in the election. But lastly, and 
above all, the people of Kansas regarded the Le- 
gislature which called the convention into being 
as a foul usurpation, which they would not have 
tolerated in their midst but for the support it re- 
ceived from the central despotism here at Wash- 
ington. 

Thelastelection of a Territorial Legislature took 
place in October. We are all familiar with its his- 
tory. The free-State party had now become too 
strong to be overawed by ruffian invaders from 
Missouri; and, as a consequence, the slavery des- 
peradoes were compelled to resort to new tactics. 
In the first election, of March, 1855, their reliance 
was upon force. They scarcely condescended, at 
that stage of the struggle, to perpetrate frauds, ex- 
cept such as were as bold and barefaced as the vio- 
lence which accompanied them. In 1856, their rela- 
tive strength was considerably impaired, and force 
and fraud were united; while in 1857 their weak- 
ness was so conspicuous, that they abandoned 
force, except in a few localities, and relied almost 
exclusively upon the most despicable fraud and 
perjury. The ruffians have been completely trans- 
formed into knaves; and the people, who have 
grown too strong to be kept down by force, are 
to be cheated of their rights by the forgery of elec- 
tion returns, and the perjury of officials. 

We all recollect how the consummation of this 
crime was prevented by the integrity of Governor 
Walker and Secretary Stanton, in the rejection of 


| the Oxford and McGee county frauds; and we all 
| know the reward they received at the hands of 


President Buchanan. For doing what any honest 
man would have done, Governor Walker was de- 
nounced by the pro-slavery press of the country 
in the mostunmeasured terms, and was censured 
and frowned upon by the Administration, until 
self-respect compelled him to resign. Secretary 


Stanton, partly for his participation with Walker | 


in the rejection of the Oxford frauds, and partly 
for calling an extra session of the free-State Le- 
gislature, has been unceremoniously dismissed. 
Two more elections remain to be noticed. I 
allude to those of the 21st December and the 4th 
of January. The first of these elections was called 
by the Lecompton conspirators in order to gloss 
over their treasonable work by tricking the people 
into itsadoption. Instead of submitting the whole 
constitution to the popular vote, which would 
have been the most easy and natural, as well as the 
only fair and legitimate proceeding, they submit- 
ted a single clause for the people’s ratification or 
rejection, on condition of their voting for all the 
other clauses. Can any good reason be offered 


| for this discrimination? Have not the people the 


same right to vote for or against the whole con- 
stitution that they have to vote upon a part of it? 
Sir, the members of the convention had the frank- 


ness to tell why they declined to submit the whole | 


constitution. They acknowledged that they with- 
held it because they were aware that the people 
would vote it down; and incredible as the fact 
may seem, the official organ of Mr. Buchanan— 
the Washington Union—had the coolness to jus- 


} 


whatever is mean, odious, and tyrannical. Ever 
honest man will detest the vile hypocrisy whic 
attempts to cloak its despotic purposes under such 
diseuises. 

The terms of this pretended submission of the 
slavery clause to the popular ratification required 
that all who voted at all, whether for or against 
the slavery clause, must vote for the constitution. 
They moust vote ‘for the constitution with sla- 
very,’’ or ** for the constitution without slavery.’’ 
Is it notclear that the object of the convention was 
to extort an indorsement of the constitution from 
those who were opposed to it, or compel them to 
refrain from voting? This dishonorable expe- 
dient originated in the same spirit with that which 
originated the test oaths—a desire to disfranchise 
all who were opposed to slavery and to the rule 
of the usurpers. No conscientrous opponent of 
the constitution could vote at all; and the result 
was that the border ruffians and Federal stipen- 
diaries had everything their own way. 

But, sir, the question of the existence of slavery 
was really never submitted to the vote of the people 
at all. The pretended submission only amounted 
to this: shall Kansas exclude the further intro- 
duction of slaves? A separate clause of the con- 


| Stitution guaranties a perpetual right of slavehold- 


| Kansas. They may exclude the introc 


err inthe slaves already in the Territory, whatever 
might be the result of the vote upon the clause 
submitted for their ratification; and the vain at- 
tempt is made to bind future generations for all 
time to the maintenance of slavery. The people 
are permitted to alter their constitution after the 
year 1864, provided that the clause securing a per- 
petual right to hold slaves is never to be touched! 
Such, sir, is the ** popular sovereignty”? which 
Mr. Buchanan wishes secured to the people of 

faethe of 
more slaves, provided they will vote for the per- 
petuation of the slavery already in existence, and 
the perpetual right to buy, sell, and breed from the 
stock already on hand! ‘They may even alter the 
constitution after the year 1864, provided that this 


| sacred right of holding, buying, selling, and breed- 
| ing from those in the Terrritory at the time of its 


admission into the Union, is never to be interfered 
with! Sir, [ should have held the Lecompton 
convention and the Administration in more re- 
spect if they had adhered to their first resolution, 
which was, not to submit the constitution, or any 
part of it, to the popular vote. Tyranny awakens 
our abhorrence, but fraud and jugglery excite 
contempt. 

The convention ordered another election to take 
place on the 4th of January, under this Lecomp- 


_ ton constitution, for State officers, State Legisla- 


| ture, and a member of Congress; and in the mean 


time the newly elected free-State Legislature met 


_ ina called session, which proceeded to order an 


| constitution. 
| election. 


election to take place also on the 4th of January, 
upon the question of ratifying or rejecting the 
We have heard the result of this 
More than ten thousand freemen of 
Kansas cast their votes against the constitution 
in all its parts; while on the 21st December only 


| six thousand voted for the constitution with sla- 


very; and of these it has been ascertained that 
fully half were fraudulent. We have, therefore, 
ten thousand against the constitution, and three 
thousand for it; and yet, in the face of these in- 
disputable facts, the administration of Mr. Buch- 
anan, backed by what is called the Democratic 
party, are endeavoring to force Kansas into the 


| Union under the Lecompton constitution. Sir, 


the history of the worst ages of the world will 
furnish no more glaring invasion of the rights of 
a free people. The partition of Poland and the 
subjugation of Hungary by the despots of Rus- 


| sia and Germany, were not more flagrant acts of 


tyranny. 

As to the election, on the 4th of January, for 
State officers, State Legislature, and member to 
Congress, we are not permitted to know the re- 
sult to this day, on any reliable authority. ‘The 
president of the convention, who is, at the same 
time, surveyor general of Kansas—a Federal ofii- 
cial, who holds his place at the pleasure of the 
Administration—was authorized by the conven- 
tion to receive and count the votes, and declare 
the result. In concert with the Administration, 
and doubtless by its command, he has held back 


‘| the certificates of election in order to be ready for 
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any emergency. If the prospect seems fair that 
Kansas is to be admitted into the Union under 
the Lecompton constitution, without serious op- 
position, we are given to understand that the pro- 
slavery party has triumphed. If, on the other 
hand, the fate of the swindle grows doubtful, we 
hear intimations thrown out through the organs 
of the Administration that the free-State candi- 
dates are to receive the certificates. We have re- 
cently seen in the newspapers a letter from Cal- 
houn, stating that he has such information from 
the Tertitory as will induce him to give the cer- 
tificates toa majority of free-State men. But his 
information is unofficial. He has not heard from 
Governor Denver; and the fraud once consum- 
mated here, it is not atall improbable that the of- 
ficial count might foot up quite differently. It is 
to be remarked, also, that this letter, which will 
pave the way for a few doubtful northern votes, 
says nota word about the State officers, and mem- 
ber of Congress. 

Sir, Lhave no faith in this letter. I will not 
helieve that the majority has been given to the 
free-State party, unul I hear it on undoubted au- 
thority from Kansas. This knavish juggle, this 
thimble-rigging, has been continued too long to 
impose upon the public. 

f regard the Administration as being equally 
responsible with Calhoun for the outrageous vio- 
lation of all law and precedent, all justice and de- 
cency,in this matter. Te is their creature, hold- 
ing a high and valuable office at their hands; and 
he would not have dared thus to trifle with the 
rights of Kansas if he had not been encouraged 
in it by his official superiors. The Administra- 
tion is determined on securing two more United 
States Senators to bolster up their tottering des- 
potism, and the whole history of theircareer proves 
that they will scruple at nothing—yes, sir, liter- 
ally nothing—which may secure success. 

Such, Mr. Chairman, has been the history of 
‘* popular sovereignty ’’ under the administrations 
of Franklin Pierce and James Buchanan. They 
have ‘* held the word of promise to the ear, and 
broken it to the hope.’’ They never intended 
that the people should be * perfectly free’’ to form 
their own institutions, unless they should include 
slavery among them. If the people had been 
unanimous for slavery, there would have been no 
interference on the part of the Federal Govern- 
ment, because there would have been no necessity 
for it; but, as the most unmistakable indications 
were given that a majority of the people were op- 
posed to slavery, and if left to themselves would 
exclude it, all the power and influence of the Fed- 
eral Government have been employed to defeat the 
popene will, not by a legitimate use of executive 
influence, but by stimulating ruffianism, murder, 
fraud, and perjury; by the appointment of the 
most notorious murderers and scoundrels to office, 
and by putting arms into their hands with which 
to murder and rob the free-State men. 

The Government is the creature of the slave 
»ower. A Senator, in the other wing of the Cap- 
itol, has had the frankness to admit that the South 
has ruled the country almost from the origin of 
the Government. Sir, nothing could be truer; 
and I with humiliation confess that the southern 
supremacy has never been so complete under 
a southern President as it has been.under the 
last and present Administrations, when northern 
men have nominally presided at the White 
House. 

The present incumbent of the presidential of- 
fice is reported to have said, many years ago, 
that, if he had a drop of Democratic blood in his 
veins, he would let it out. I am not aware that 
the fact was ever tested by a resort to the San- 
grado practice; but the history of his life has su- 
perseded all necessity for surgery. He clung to 
the old Federal party until it broke down, and 
then unceremoniously marched over to the ene- 
my. From that time forward we have seen him 
trimming between the extremes of North and 
South, until he ascertained that the slave interest 
predominated in the Democratic party. From 
the date of that discovery he at once threw him- 
self into the arms of the slavery propagandists; 
and to-day his position is more ultra southern 
than that of Mr, Calhoun was at the day of his 
death, And the history of his Administration, 
particularly with reference to Kansas, has re- 


=z Sais ieee 


——— 
| Sir, he belongs to the genus Dough-face—a name | 


| is, in my view, the only one compatible with the | 


| that territorial sovereignty is subordinate to Fed- | 


moved every suspicion that he has either honest | 


Democratic bloo 


or northern blood in his veins. | 


own way. 
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acterize the northern champions of slavery; and 
that term implies the absence of blood of any 
kind. | 

The position of the Republican party with ref- || 
erence to *‘ popular sovereignty,’’ or the rightof || 
the people of a Territory to make their own laws | 


invented by John Randolph, of Roanoke, to char- | 
} 


Constitution and with common sense. We hold | 
eral authority; that it is absurd to suppese that 
the first handfull of men—five hundred or five 
thousand—who arrive in a Territory like Kansas, 
of more than a hundred thousand square miles, | 
have an exclusive right to fix its fundamental 
laws for all time, without the consent of Congress. |! 
They have no right, for instance, to form a State |) 
government, and to define its boundaries, without | 
the consent of Congress. Common sense dictates 
that Congress should first pass an enabling act, 
setting forth the number of inhabitants requisite 
to form the State, the territorial extent of the 
State, and its boundaries. Can there be any ques- 
tion on this point? May five hundred menerect 
themselves into a State, with an areaof five hun- 
dred thousand square miles? The ideais utterly | 
prgposterous; but admit the principle of territo- | 
rial sovereignty, and this conclusion follows. 

ut while we insist upon the right of Congress 
to legislate for the Territories, we admit that this 
right may be waived. The people of the Territo- 
ries may be invested with the privilege of making 
laws for themselves as Kansas has been; and we 
insist that they shall enjoy the right thus guar- 
antied to them by the organic act, without exec- 
utive intermeddling. We deny their right to come 
into the Union whenever they think proper, and 
on any terms, but we admit their right to present 
themselves foradmission. The Republican party 
has been the bulwark of practical popular sov- 
ereignty in Kansas since the organization of the || 
territorial government; and we hail with joy the || 
recent demonstrations of a large wing of the De- || 
mocracy in favor of this principle. We extend || 
to them the right hand of fellowship, and shall be | 
happy to codperate with them in any measures 
for vindicating the perfect freedom of the people 
in the formation of their own institutions in their || 





1] 
Sir, if the Government were placed in the hands || 
of honest and fair men, I should have little appre- | 
hension of seeing slavery extended,even without || 
a resort to cnagmuinalardeiiiian. There was 
a time when the tendency was to expand slavery || 
faster than freedom; but that time is past. At |) 
the period of the organization of the Government || 
there were twelve States of the Union which tol- || 
erated slavery, and only one from which it.was i 
| 


excluded. In six of those States slavery was an |! 
interestof prime importance; and nearly the whole 


| territory of the Union lay contiguous to them. | 


| free States ready for admission into the Union. 


| 
! 
New England and New York had no frontier Ter- | 
ritories bordering upon them; and only Pennsyl- || 
vania, of all the States then comparatively, now 


ness beyond its western borders. In consequence | 
of this state of things, and of the peculiar nature || 
of slavery, we have seen Kentucky and Tennes- | 


that time forward, down to 1850, slavery spread |, 
more rapidly and widely than freedom. Since 
that period, the tables have been turned. Up to | 


| 
i 
see spring into existence before Ohio; and from || 
| 
| 


1850, the number of free and slave States was || 


equal. California turned the scale in favor of free- 
dom; and now we have no less than three more 


One of them we have seen a party which styles 


itself Democratic, with a northern President at its |} 
| 


head, attempt to smuggle into the Union under a | 
slave constitution, concocted by corrupt Federal 
officials and other unscrupulous ruffians; but every | 
man in the country knows that Kansas is practi- 
cally free, and determined to remain so. Sir, 
nothing can prevent Kansas from becoming a free 
State of the Union in twelve months or two years, | 
together with Minnesota and Oregon. 

Of the fifteen slave States, Delaware is one, 
with not more slaves in it thanare to be found on 
some of the largest plantations of the South. The 
people are anxiously looking about them for the 
means of removing the last vestige of the institu- 
tion; and we may set Delaware down as practi- 
cally free. Missouri, too, is one of the fifteen 


| ain, and the tide of white immigrants no 


| tual strength will for the same reason decline 


| those States. 


| half a million. 


|are becoming averse to the institution. 


|| to the Indian tribes. 
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slave States. Her slave population is considera 
ble, but her white population is ten times m,,. 
numerous; her territory is as large as Great Brit 


oe ‘ 2 W flow. 
ing into the State is rapidly dwarfing the relative 
importance of slavery. It is believed that jts - 


. . . t ‘ 
slaveholders being induced to emigrate South Se 
i 


their slaves, by disgustand irritation at the mark, 
change in public sentiment which has regy}j,.) 
from the influx of white population. As an i ; 
dex of the rising free sentiment in that State ‘I 
might point to the presence in this House of the 
distinguished Representative from St. Louis, FI, 
will doubtless have sympathizing colleagues j 
the next Congress. a? 
Maryland is another of the fifteen slave States 
It is now in a false position. It has no use fo; 
slaves in any point of view. It is a commercia| 
and manufacturing, as well as agricultural State. 


It lies in the latitude of Ohio, Indiana, and Ili. 


nois, and has no more need of negro slaves tha), 
08 Its slave population has been dp. 
clining for fifty years. It had more slaves whe 


| the first census was taken, in 1790, than at tly, 


last, in 1850; and in the mean time, its white pop- 
ulation has increased several fold. It has a city 
of two hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants. 
which, in fifteen or seventeen years, will numbe; 
That city, and the whole tier of 
northern counties, are nearly rid of slavery, and 
They 
embrace three fourths of the population of th 
State, and are growing ome day more and more 
conscious of their strength. It is not to be credited 
that a barbarous and worn-out institution will be 
permitted to fetter the energies of such a popula. 
tion many years longer. 

Sir, I have pointed to the fact that, at the time 
of the formation of the constitution, nearly th: 
whole of our western Territories lay contiguous 
to the southern States, while only a portion of 
one northern State was in actual contact with 
them. From northern Virginia, on the fortiet 
parallel of latitude, down to the line of Florida, th: 
South was bounded westwardly by vacant Ter- 


| ritories stretching to the Pacific ocean. The Nort) 


then literally had no West, except the strip of 
land between the northern line of Virginia and 
Lake Erie. Now, how changed! The free States 
are now in close proximity to nearly every foo! 
of valuable territory inthe Union; while the South 
has, in the progress of events, been shut off from 
it. We have twelve degrees of western front, 
commencing with the southern boundary of Kan- 
sas and running up to the forty-ninth parallel. 
This includes, and secures to us beyond contin- 


| gency, all the territory east of the Rocky Mount- 


ains, except a strip about two hundred miles 
wide, west of Arkansas, which has been dedicated 
Beyond the Rocky Mouut- 
ains we have California, Oregon, and Washing: 
ton Territories; ina word, the whole Pacific coast 
Utah and New Mexico are cold, mountainous, 


|| or desert regions, and hold out no strong induce- 
' entirely free, had a direct outlet into the wilder- 1 
| 


ments to emigrants from any quarter; but are en- 
tirely unsuited for slavery. ‘They are to become 
the great breakwater of the emigrant tide, ant 
are Seine at no distant day to turn it back upon 
Missouri, the Indian Territory, Arkansas, Kev- 
tucky, and, in a word, upon the whole nortliert 
tier of slave States. The fertile region of Kansas 
is said by Frémont, Emory, and other explorers, 
to extend not more than two hundred and filly 


| miles beyond the Missouri frontier. The em 
grant crop of the North, and of Europe, willins 
_ very few years occupy this ground, and from that 


time we may date the “ friendly invasion” 0! the 
more northern slave States, including Maryl!a0 
and Virginia. Sir, the day of their regenerate! 
is not distant. : . 

The friends of slavery talk of opening the In- 


dian Territory to the settlement of white me), 


in order Lo convert it into one or more slave States. 
Well, let them try it; we shall be ready for thee 
The Indian Territory adjoins Kansas on the sou'" 
and it will be a comparatively easy task to resco 
it from slavery. Kansas itself was entirely ct’ 
off from the free States by Missouri; and its oh 
fertile portions were in immediate contact Wl" 
the most populous slaveholding counties of that 
State. The Indian Territory, on the goenees)’ 
is bounded as well by the free State of py . 
by the slave State of Arkansas; and itis a /0% 
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which any one can verify by a reference to the || and she will soon see revived that great element | of common schools for all classes. The result has 


y psus, that the northern and western portions 
ve the latter, like southwestern Missouri, are 
6 
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of her political power, the compulsory dispersion 


|| of her population over the plains of Texas, and 


arly destitute of slaves. In fact, slavery has no || the formation of new slave States. A return to 


vat hold upon Arkansas. In the northern half 
or the State, with more than a hundred thou- 
cand inhabitants, there were in 1850 less than ten 
thousand slaves. That State is, therefore, more 
ely to receive a friendly invasion of Free-Soilers 
‘om the North than to send outa pro-slavery in- 
yasion into the adjacent Territory, = 

The cotton region of Arkansas lies in its south- 
orn and southeastern portions, and the slave Pop. 
ylation is chiefly confined to these sections. If 
-otton and sjavery will not flourish in the north- 
orn and western parts of this State, how unlikely 
shat they will sueceed better in the higher and 
colder regions west of it, to which the Indians 
have been assigned ! 


Mr. Chairman, the South owed its rapid devel- | 


opment, or I should more properly say, its diffu- 
son and consequent increase in the number of 
States, in the commencement of our national ca- 
reer, to the ruinous effects of slavery upon the soil. 
Slave labor is fitted only for agriculture. Slaves 
are kept in ignorance as a necessary police regu- 
ation; and, as a necessary consequence, they are 
only qualified for the coarsest common labor. They 


will not excel in even the rudest species of me- | 
chanical or manufacturing labor: and are utterly | 


unfitted, by ignorance, by the absence of motives 
of interest, and by want of integrity of character, 


for the more ingenious operations of art, for trade, | 
commerce, and business. The community, there- || 
fore, which holds a half, a third, or two thirds of |) 


the population in slavery, can never compete with 
afreecommunity. It 1s as if a man should at- 
tempt to run a race with one of his legs splintered, 
or to wrestle with his rightarm bound. It is for 
this reason that we see but few towns and villages 


in the slave States, compared with what we find | 
north of Mason and Dixon’s line; that the cities, | 


except on the northern border, where slavery 
has nearly disappeared, are few in number, and 
dwarfed in appearance. Even agriculture itself, 
because it is the almost only occupation of soci- 
ety, wears a languid and thriftless aspect. 

Towns and cities are essential to agricultural 
prosperity. They furnish a domestic market for 
whatever the earth produces; for grain and vege- 
tables, for beef, mutton, poultry, and eggs, and 
for a thousand things which would otherwise 
be useless. 
cities, wears out the soil, and leaves nothing to 
improve or recuperate it, except at a veryeheavy 


expense and inconvenience. The consequence is, | 


that the slaveholder, after a dozen ortwenty years, 
finds it necessary to abandon his worn-out plan- 
tation, and move further, in search of new lands; 
and hence it is that slavery has heretofore ad- 
vanced so rapidly. Its weakness and worthless- 
ness, asa system of labor, have been the cause 
of its temporary increase of political power in the 
Confederacy. 

But, sir, the spirit of progress and improvement 
has invaded even the slave region; and within fif- 
teen years, but more especially within ten years, 
the South has greatly improved its condition by 
the construction of railroads, and other facilities 
of transportation and travel. 
to bring the farmer nearer the market, to diversi- 
fy employment, and to give unwonted activity to 
‘own and country. But the legitimate devile 


pansion. ‘The augmented demand for labor in the 
old States has checked emigration, and we see 
Virginia, Maryland, andthe Carolinas improving 
as fast, or nearly as fast, as the newer States of 
the Southwest. Texas, which has an immense 
fertile territory, with five times as much soil 
adapted to slavery as Virginia, has disappointed 
the hopes of the Kouth; and apprehensions begin 
to be felt that the western half 
Propriated by the Free-Soilers. Should this take 
— it may be attributed as much to the internal 
cvelopment of the old slave States as to the enter- 
Prise of the Free-Soilers. 
, The most feasible remedy which the South has, 
SerOre against the encroaching tide of white 
“Sor, is the return to her ancient lethargy and 
indifference to the value of internal improvements. 
4et her abandon her railroads, and cease to build 


then let her burn down her factories and work- 
ps 





| 
| 


Slavery starves out the towns and | 


The effect has been | 


op- | 
ment of the South has tended to hinder its ex- | 


of it will be ap- | 


» and lynch or destroy every steam-engine, | 


|| this policy may secure to her the Indian Terri- 
|| tory, if not Kansas itself. 
A different law has controlled the destiny of | 


/northern population. The free States were ori- 
'ginally poor. The imports of the South, as well 
|as the exports, prior to the Revolution, were 
| greater than those of the North. The South, 
| then, as now, produced the rich staples of com- 
| merce; the North produced nothing which was 
not grown equally cheap in Europe, except, per- 
| haps, lumber and fish, which were exchanged for 


|| such British manufactures or colonial products as 


they could afford to purchase. The South, it is 
| true, had no commerce, because that was in the 
|| hands of the merchants of England. English ships 
| brought their cargoes to the very doors of the 
planters, without the intervention of an American 
merchant, in many cases; a fact which illustrates 





the utter absence of commerce in the American | 


colonies. General Washington was in the habit 


of thus dealing directly with the London importer, | 


The planters had, however, much more to ex- 
| change for the luxuries and comforts of Europe 
| than the poor farmers of the North. The South 

exported everything valuable which she produced, 

and imported everything which she consumed, 

except necessary food. Nearly everything worn, 
and every article of furniture was imported. Even 
bricks to build houses were imported from Eng- 
land. 


The friends of slavery are in the habit of point- 


|ing to the large exports of the South—they can | 


| no longer point to its large imports—as evidence | 


of the superior wealth of that section. Theyex- 


port everything valuable which they produce,and | 


import, either from Europe or from the North, 
everything except necessaries which they con- 
sume; and this, sir, is the ground of their boasted 
wealth, independence, and civilization ! 
| amazed, sir, that a moment’s reflection has not 
|taught them the contrary. Is it not clear that a 
country which produces only the raw materials 


sir, is the condition of the South. She produces 


when a majority of the exports was made from 
| southern ports, the trade was carried on by north- 
/ern or European ships and seamen. But for some 


I am | 


of commerce, which only cultivates the ground, | 
is in a condition of colonial dependence? Such, | 


the bulk of our exports, and yet she has never, | 
atany period of her history,exported them. Even | 


1] years past the South has fallen behind the North | 


| in the amount of exports. 
| ways been in northern hands. The North sends 
|| its ships to New Orleans and Charleston, trans- 
| ports their cotton, tobacco, sugar, and rice, to Eu- 
rope, and brings back return-cargoes of merchan- 
_dise to New York, Boston, and Philadelphia; and 
|| from these points the South is supplied with for- 
| eign or northern manufactures. Sir, the condi- 
| tion of the South is strictly one of colonial de- 
pendence. She produces! the very staples of 
commerce; she has fine harbors, fine timber for 
ship-building; in a word, every material element 
of commerce; but they are of no avail. The ig- 
norance and barbarism of slavery have doomed 
her to an inferior and dependent condition. 
The colonial history of New England and other 
northern States is a history of severe and heroic 
struggles with primeval nature. They had none 
of the advantages which the South enjoyed. They 
produced nothing which was not grown to equal 
| advantage in Europe, with the exceptions of lum- 
ber and fish. The people had little to export, and 
“therefore little to buy with. They were compelled 
to resort to their own ingenuity for the supply of 
their wants; and hence arose those diversified 
employments of agriculture, commerce, and the 
mechanic arts, which have conferred wealth and 
independence upon the free States. Even their 
superior education and literature may be traced 
to this humble origin—to the necessity of minis- 


ford or Cambridge, and therefore neglected, in a 
great measure, the establishment of schools and 


to imitate the example of their southern neigh- 
bors, but being imbued with the love of knowl- 
| edge, set about building institutions of learning 


The imports have al- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 








been to foster a universal love of learning among 
the people, to found institutions of learning which 
command the respect of the civilized world, and 
a literature which, in little more than two centu- 
ries from the date of the first settlement at Ply- 
moth Rock, begins to take rank by the side of 
that of the mother country. 

Sir, this diversity of employments, which is an 
essential element of civilization and progress, had 
its germ in the poverty of the northern colonies, 
and it is now the glory and strength of the em- 
pire. It has kept population more at home, and 
caused the accumulation of large masses in cities 
and towns. Since the Revolution, the incidental, 
and sometimes direct, protection, extended by 
the Federal Government to manufactures, has 
tended to promote this diversity of employment 
and concentration of population. The propagand- 
ists of slavery should, above all ether people, 
advocate the protective policy; since its effect is 
to prevent the emigrating tendency of northern 
population, which has thwarted their efforts to 
carry slavery into Kansas. 

But it is a singular fact that the policy of the 
South has tended more to the spread of free in- 
stitutions than our own northern policy has done. 
Sir, what has that southern policy been? - It has 
been to break down, or keep down, our manu- 
facturing system, by withholding the protection 
which is essential to its existence. Free trade 
has never been literally adopted in this country; 
and we have therefore to conjecture its full effects 
upon our mechanieal and manufacturing interests. 
But | think the free-trade theorists will agree 
with me that it would produce a general disper- 
sion of the northern town population. It would 
augment the tide of western and southern emi- 
gration, and fillup the Territories with free white 
laborers. ‘The present revenue tariff has been in 
operation a dozen years. We have seen its effects. 
They have been only less potent than free trade. 
It has crippled our manufactures, prevented the 
growth of manufacturing towns in the old States, 

_and sent our people out in search of new homes 
in the Far West. California, in the latitude of 
Virginia and the Carolinas, has been made a free 
State. Kansas, in the same latitude, has been 
rescued from the jaws of slavery. We have at 
the same time found a surplus for the peopling 
of Minnesota, Oregon, Washington, and Ne- 

_braska, and are now proposing to oust slavery 

| from Missouri. 

But, sir, another southern measure has removed 
an obstacle to the ascendency of free labor and 
free institutions in this Republic. I allude to the 
repeal of the Missouri compromise. While that 
compromise existed, there was a tacit understand- 
ing that the line of 36° 30’ was to be the bound- 
ary line between slavery and freedom. But, sir, 
the line has been effaced; and the friends of free- 
dom, after an arduous struggle, have succeeded in 
placing their right to all territory north of that line 
ona foundation more enduring than the isothermal 
theories of Governor Walker, or the plighted faith 
of the slave power. By its free-trade policy, the 
South has imposed upon the North the necessity 
of emigration, and, by the repeal of the Missouri 
compromise line, they invite us into their terri- 
torial heritage. We have lost nothing by your 
bad faith; and, in the name of the free people of 
| the country, of all parties and sections, { thank 
you for the act, though not for the motive which 

rompted it. We will take you at your word 

e will go into your goodly sand and possess it, 
| once yours by compromise, but new as much 
| ours as yours by your bad faith. 

I am the advocate of a protectave tarxf, and I 
think the present tariff ruinously low; but if you 
| think it too high, reduce it, and establish free 
| trade. The effect will be to injure us of the older 
| States, of Pennsylvania, of New England, New 
| York, New Jersey, and Ohio; but what we lose 
/in wealth and prosperty the North will gain in 
| political power. Break up our factories and work- 





tering to their own wants. The wealthy slave || shops, and our population will emigrate to the 
proprietors were able to educate their sons at Ox- || western Territories, crowd out slavery, and make 


free States of them. Our population will invade 
Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, Missouri, and 


colleges at home. The northern people, too poor || Virginia, and transform them into free States. 


Commerce, too, will be unduly stimulated, thus 
affording additional facilities to European emi- 
gration to this country; and we may expect to see 


on this side of the Atlantic, and the establishment || an influx of five or six hundred thousand per an- 
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num who will be joined to the army of northern 
invaders of your soil. 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. ROBBINS. Mr. Chairman, I desire very 
briefly to give the reasons which will govern my 
action upon the bill, donating public lands to the 
several States and Territories which may provide 
colleges for the benefit of agriculture and the me- 
chanic arts. 

The disposal of the public lands, the common 
property of the whole nation, after the payment of 
the public debt, for the redemption of which they 
were solemnly pledged, has been a subject that 
has occupied the thoughts of many of the ablest 
and most experienced of our statesmen; and at 
one time, as is well known, when the Treasury 
was overflowing with a superabundant revenue, a 
plan was matured and passed into a law, to dis- 
tribute the proceeds of the sales among the different 
States; but though the Treasury was plethoric at 
the time this law was passed, as it was but a few 
months ago, yet, then, as now, it soon became ex- 
hausted, and the further process of distribution 
was indefinitely suspended. 

Whether the States, respectively, or the people 
of the States were much benefited by the money 
that was paid over to them by the General Gov- 
ernment, in fulfillment of this ‘* distribution act,’’ 
is seriously questioned by many; but as it is not 
proposed by any one to revive that act, or adopt 
one at all like it, it is not necessary to inquire 
whether any better disposition could have been 
made of the surplus funds then in the Treasury, 
and tempting Congress and the Government into 
extravagant expenditures, always corrupting and 
demoralizing to any Government, but more espe- 
cially,a republican government. The bill intro- 
duced by the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Mor- 
RILL] proposes to grant to the several States and 
Territories six million three hundred and forty 
thousand acres of land to be distributed in the 
proportion of twenty thousand acres for each Sen- 
ator and Representative in Congress, to which the 
States are respectively entitled, and to each Ter- 
ritory sixty thousand acres, giving to my own 
State, by this ratio, one hundred and forty thou- 
sand acres. 

The purposes which the donation of these lands 
to the several States are intended to serve, the 
objects they are to promote, and to which they 
are to be strictly and exclusively applied, are, in 
my judgment, those which are of all others most 
likely to benefit the great body of the people, by 
diffusing among them, especially among those 


|| the Mapeses, the Downings, the Liebigs, the | 


who are properly termed * the bone and sinew | 


of the country,’’ the most important of all useful 
knowledge, that which teaches how to increase 
indefinitely the products of the earth, and im- 
proves the mechanic arts. I shall, Mr. Chair- 
man, indulge in no rhapsodies in regard to the 
importance of agriculture, and its improvement, 
nor shall I stop to eulogize the hardy laboring 
men of the country, who create its wealth by their 
toil and sweat, and who are content with frugal 
fare and plain apparel, whilst others ** fare sump- 
tuously, > and roll in that wealth which no toil 
of theirs ever produced. I would by no means 
depreciate the importance of academical or col- 
legiate education; so far from it, I would have our 


colleges richly endowed, and enabled to confer | 


upon the comparatively few who are designed to 
tread the higher walks of literature and science 
the most thorough education that can be obtained 
at any university in the world; but they are for 
the few, while the institutions proposed to be es- 
tablished by the bill under consideration, and to 


be supported through all time by the proceeds of | 
the lands to be given to the States and Territo- | 


ries, are designed to benefit the millions, by edu- || 


cating them as farmers and mechanics; making 
them more perfect in their several occupations, by 
teaching them those several branches of science 
that are involved in those occupations. 

[am aware, Mr. Chairman, that a strong pre- 
judice exists among some of our farmers, though 
not to the extent and degree that it once did, 
against what is termed by them ** book farming;”’ 


but we all know that very great improvements in | 
' who never held a plow, sowed a field of wheat, | 


farming have taken place, in almost every section 


of our country, within the last owenay years, and | 
y: 


that improvements are going onrapidly. To what, 
sir, do we owe these? to the light which science 


has been made to throw upon the operations of | 


| corn, apples, peaches, pears, grass, and all other 
| productions of the earth, buta chemical operation | 
| carried on by nature? 


| formed in, and the wheat which grows out of the 


| crop, or not, and of course, whether the soil will 
| produce the article we wish to raise, without an 
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the farmer; to the knowledge acquired by the vari- 
ous experiments of agricultural chemistry and 
scientific, or ** book farming.”’ 

What is the growth or formation of wheat, 


It is the change of matter || 
from one form to another; the potato which is || 


earth, both are produced from materials which | 
must be broughtin juxtaposition, and which com- | 
bine in certain proportions when brought in con- 
tact, and are furnished with a sufficient amount 
of heat and moisture, but not too much. Science || 
teaches us what the materials are of which the 
potato, wheat or any other product is composed, || 
and their proportions, and it also enables us to 
ascertain whether those materialsare contained by 
the soil upon which we propose to raise any given 


artificial supply of the material wanted. Anun- | 
educated farmer may be able to form a tolerably || 
good judgment, from the experience he has had | 
of soils, from their appearance, whether any given 
field or farm will produce any given crop; if it 
will not, he knows from experience that the ap- | 
plication of manure will add to its productive | 
qualities; but why it does so, and why one kind | 
of fertilizer is preferable to another for the pro- 
duction of any given article, as grass, corn, wheat, 
&c., he does not, and cannot know. But of late 
years some men of science have turned their at- 
tention to these matters, and we are indebted to 


Johnsons, and others, for a large amount of in- || 
formation upon these subjects, which is invalu- 
able to farmers, and which has been the means | 
of greatly improving the agriculture of this and || 
other countries. 

But the improvement and condition of agricul- 
ture in the United States are by no means com- 
parable to the advances made in this most import- | 
ant of all the branches of human employment in 
England, Holland, Belgium, and some other Eu- 
ropean countries, where the cultivation of the 
earth has become a science, and where three or 


| before them. 
| cated; and if we expect to bring about such 


| remunerative occupation than it has be 


|| education; combining in that education the t 





four blades of grass or heads of wheat have been 
made to grow where but one grew before. So 
far from farming being considered in those coun- 
tries an inferior employment, the very highest in 
the land, men of eminence, wealth, and of the 


| highest rank, take pride in being farmers—prac- 


each other in the raising of various kinds of stock, 


| science are brought in as auxiliaries. 
| gaged in cultivating the earth do not go blind to 





_ and, it is probable, find political reading and the || 
| news of the day to occupy all the little leisure they || 


| that they would think it worth their while to read | 


tical and successful agriculturists; and emulate 


horses, sheep, hogs, &c. It may almost be said | 
that it is the only branch of human employment || 
in which ‘* kings, lords, and commons”’ are all 
engaged, and in which they emulate each other | 
in the quality and perfection of their productions. | 
And why, Mr. Chairman, is it that the coun- 
tries | have named are so far in advance of us | 
in their agricultural operations and productions? 
Why do some of them produce three, four, or 
five times as much to the acre as we do? and why 
is it that the tenant there isable to pay more annual 
rent for land per acre than he can obtain the fee- 
simple for here? Because, sir, mind, intelligence, 
i Those en- 


work, as the Indian or barbarian does. They 
know beforehand what are the qualities of their 
soils; what ingredients they lack, and what are 
present in superabundance; and they know, there- 
fore, what should be supplied, and in what quan- | 
tities. This knowledge may be acquired to no 

inconsiderable extent by such of our citizens who | 
are engaged in farming, and are already educated || 
men, and have leisure to study agriculture as a || 

| 


science. But, sir, how few of them there are 
who come within this category ! | 
Most of our farmers find but little time to read; || 


have to devote to books or newspapars. And if | 
they had time, such is the general prejudice against | 
all ** book farming,’’ that it is not to be expected | 


works upon farming, written, it may be, by men | 





or made a ton of hay. 
sity of knowledge before we can expect them to 
seck it; and it may be that some find how little 


Men must feel the neces- | 
they know and how much more knowledge there l 
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is to be obtained, when it has become 
_them to think of seeking it, and so 
| their old beaten track—the same their fathe 


too late for 
keep on In 
TS tro 

It is the young that are to be a 


: ; im- 
pose in agriculture as are susceptible of 


eing made; if we would raise the employme 
to the dignity of a profession, and make it a inane 
must take steps to educate the young who are 
tended to be tillers of the earth, and enable ¢} a 
to work in the light which the rays of science 
forth wheresoever they fall. It is to establish 
inaries in every State where agricultural sc 
can be taught, that I am in favor of the bill undp 
consideration. As I have before said, I know of 
nothing so well calculated to improve the grea; 
body of the people and increase the productions 
and wealth of the country, as the giving of the 
young the most henson literary and farmins 


them 
pour 
sem- 
lence 


¢ ; heory 
and practice of farming—just as to make a great 


lawyer, ora great physician, or surgeon, the sty. 
dent must combine the practice and theory of his 
profession. 

I know, Mr. Chairman, that in some of tho 
States, and especially the new ones, where tho 
rich soil is unexhausted, and manure is not oy\y 
a drug, but a nuisance, the necessity for agricu/- 
tural education or knowledge is not so great as jy 


|| those States where the original fertility of the so\| 
| has been exhausted; and the farmers there may 
| laugh at the idea of educating young men for that 
| branch of business. What! they may exclaim, 


educate a boy to hold the plow, or to hoe cory? 
Why, the man who does not know his alphabet 


| will make just as good a farmer, and a great dea| 


better one, than your college-learned mah. | 
book farmer and a city farmer are their abhor- 
rence, and, in their eyes, objects of perfect con- 
tempt. But how often have we seen these same 


| book farmers and city farmers teach practical 


farmers lessons of the greatest value by showing 
them how much more any given number of acres 


| can be made to produce when the mind is broug)t 


to bear upon their cultivation, and science lends 


| her valuable aid as an assistant to labor. 


This train of thought, Mr. Chairman, brings to 
my recollection an anecdote which a worthy gen- 
tleman of Philadelphia, some years ago, related 
to me; and which he then, a man somewhat ad- 


‘| vanced in life, had heard from one who lived at 


the time. 


There lived in Philadelphia, previous 


| to the Revolution, a man named West, a brother 


of Sir, Benjamin, the celebrated painter. Mr. 
West was a cooper; a man of strong mind and 
considerable intelligence, as he was fond of read- 


|ing. Mr. West, having acquired a large prop- 


erty by his industry, took a notion to buy afarm 
and turn farmer. He accordingly looked around 
the country to find such a farm as would suit him. 
He soon found one in Montgomery county, not 
far from Norristown, which was for sale; but 


| which, having been in the possession of a shitl- 
' less farmer for many years, was much out of or- 
_der. The buildings were dilapidated; the fences 


were down; the briars had overrun the fields; 
the apple, peach, pear, and cherry trees had not 
been trimmed for a long time, and everything 
showed what sort of a man and farmer he was; 
but the soil was naturally good; and, as the farm 
could be purchased ‘* cheap for cash,’’ Mr. West 
bought it; and then began the farmers in the 
neighborhood to laugh at the folly of * the cily 
farmer’? for buying. a farm so much out of order. 
But Mr. West was a man who asked no ones 
advice, and acted on his own judgment. He re- 

aired the buildings and fences; cleared off the 

riars; carried out and spread upon the land the 
mountain of manure in the barnyard, making the 


| land as rich as he wanted it, as far as it would go; 


stocked his farm with the best animals of the best 
breeds then in the country; and took pains to 0b- 
tain the best kinds of wheat, corn, oats, &c.,!0° 
seed. His plow only followed his manure cat's 
and, as the latter extended its journeys from yee! 
to year, so did Mr. West extend his inclose 
fields and his plowed land. He was the first 1" 
Pennsylvania to apply lime to his land as 4 act 
tilizer; his neighbors, mean time, making epor 
of the *‘ city farmer’s’’ doings among themselves. 
But it was not long before the farm, in the ed 
provement of which mind and book farming * 
so much to do, attracted general attention; 4 
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te for farmers from other counties came there to pur- | have heard a great deal within a few years past || of their fathers, should be so freely, and in such 
a in “hase seed Wheat, seed corn, &c., for all of which || about the large grants of public lands to different || enormous quantities, given to those who had no 
sired ney paid a high price. Mr. West’s stock, too, | hew States, for railroad purposes. Millions of || part nor lot in the revolutionary struggle, and 
edu tracted attention, and breeders were sent for and || acres have been given to some of these States for | many of whose ancestors were then, perhaps, sub- 
h arehased, from far and near, though it was an || such purposes, and as ** the Old Thirteen”? had || jects of some European prince or potentate, and 
ile of ‘variable rule with him to reserve the best lambs, || something to do in acquiring these lands, and as withheld from them, isa question which naturally 
ment aia nigs, &c., for stock. Mr. West’s farm || they had been purchased by the common fund of | forces itself upon their minds, but to which it is 
— a what is now called a ‘model farm ;’’ it was || the nation, itis quite natural that my constituents, | by no means easy to give a satisfactory answer. 
We admitted to be the best cultivated farm in the || and the people of my State, one of ** the Old Thir- || We have, Mr. Chairman, lately been furnished 
re in. Sate, and was visited for inspection by a great || teen,’’ should inquire why such large donations | with a statement, by the Commissioner of the 
- 2 “ ’ . . ‘ ~ 
them symber of farmers every year. Not content with || should be given to certain favored States, and not | General Land Office, of the number of acres of 
> pour ‘hus advancing the interests of agriculture, he || an acre to New Jersey? A portion of the public | public land given to the different States ** for 
a. seal tive part in establishing the first agri- || domain thus disposed of, they know was acquired || schools, universities, &c., for deaf and dumb asy- 
| Sem. took an ac , } . oat “ 4 y | ’ . s y 
2 cltnral society formed in the State, and an agri- || with our independence, by the war of the Revo- || lums, for internal improvements, for seats of gov- 
lence -yltural society : ; 5 : y : SEpeOw ’ i 5 
under tural magazine, for which he himself wrote || lution, and they have also learned from history, || ernment and public buildings, and for railroads;”” 
Ow of much, and Which was greatly instrumental in pro- || if not from the lips of those who were actors and || and as this table contains a great deal of useful 
I ee . | . ° . 
ereat moting a spirit of improvement among the farm- |; sufferers in that war, that her blood was freely knowledge, in a very small compass, I have 
he vc: and it is related, with how much truth I can- || shed-in that eventful contest; that her territor taken the pains to extract some portion of it, b 
cuions ers; an . y on Ae 7S P » by 
of the not say, that the farmers who indulged themselves, || was marked by the footsteps of the enemy; her |) which it will be seen that the number of acres 
rming t first, in merriment at the ‘‘ city farmer,’’ were || cattle and crops destroyed; her houses burned; || of land unsold and unappropriated amount to 
heory compelled at last to admire and endeavor to imi- |; and her soil drenched with the blood of friend and | 1,088,792,498.83 acres, from which the compara- 
: vate him at Whose expense they had before enjoyed || foe, indiscriminately mingled on her bavtle-fields. || tively small number of 6,340,000 acres only are 
freat tate hin y ming J y ) Ly 
ene quch hearty laughter. 3 || Why, then, the parte lands thus, in part, pur- || proposed to be taken by the bill under considera- 
of his Mr. Chairman, the people of the United States |) chased by the valor, the suffering, and the blood || tion. 
of the Statement showing the areas of the several Land States and Territories, the amount of Land disposed of by sale and otherwise, and the amount unsold and undisposed 
re the of on the 30th of June, 1857. 
t only ee ——— onsen a Sanvdngianeieneaiens = : SI nr aR ; 
oat o | | 
rricul- | Areas of the land States | ‘ | Donations | . 
Rasie | and Territories, exclusive | Surveyed | Unsurveyed | eo Acres sold up | and grants Sa trants for in- aoe aa 
he soil States and Territories. of water. upto June | on June 30, | ‘ioe a |} to June 30, for schools, | demo ternal im- ‘aa 2 
30,1857. | 857 a 857. ivcrsities,| . “nts. _— 
e may ee Ln | A 1857. 1857. 18 ae s lome. provements panies. 
or that Sq. miles. Acres. ° 
claim, SS a na RR > ecm gear e t | R Ee ene Leeaeateennay a ae 
cm? eo i warns al Seaxchias «cast 39,964 | *25,576,960 | 16,770.94 | : 16,770,284 | —19,829,793.06 727,528 | ‘ 1,243,001.77 | 32,141.24 
corm! OO... | ’ 
ohabet Indian... sees ahintliae im tabsaceei din 2 dl 33,809 | *21,637,760 | 21,487,760 | : 21,487,760 | 16,111,291.32 673,357 - 1,609,861.61 843.44 
cee ae [llinois. «eee. ceaitad hae aban nae apne 55,410 35,462,400 | 35,462,400 | : 35,454,262 | 19,226, 103.92 1,001,795 - 500,000.00 954.64 
at deal Missaidh, ogesss 0009054645 tas svt Cees 65,037 41,623,680 | 41,598,898 | 24,782 | 41,186,654 | 18,206,454.13 1,222,179 - 500,000.00 - 
in, A MMR Sis e005 peiaeeeeeds cweN $50,043 | $32,027,520 | 31,993,813 | 33,707 | 31,903,283 | 16,128,168.57 925,814 | 21,949.46 509,000.00 1,981.53 
abhor- Mississippl...cssese ‘athlete Saitlidiies $37,337 | $23,895,680 | 23,895,680 | : | 93's92°577 | $11,492,671.55 860,624 : 500,000.00 | 15,965.31 
t co! LenlalttRernss«st.0es hake atbeeendein 41,346 26,461,440 | 24,039,319 | 9,499,191 | 19,931,161 | — 4,404,397.08 832,124 - 500,000.00 8,412.98 
ae Michigan...+esseees Saath ates ile sabe 56,451 36,128,640 | 36,128,640 | : 34,115,710 | 11,201,553.22 | 1,113,477 ‘ 1,250,000.00 4,080.00 
P same ATKANSAS..+ececees eee eee onan 52,198 33,406,720 | 33,279,008 | 127,712 | 32,618,409 | —5,307,166.76 932,540 2,097.43 500,000.00 | 139,296.25 
actical Florida ; 59,268 37,931,520 | 25,362,287 | 12,569,233 | 18,876,615 1,616,433.05 954,583 | 20,924.92 590,000.00 | 52,114.00 
ate Re i ate 54,930 35,155,200 | 34,074,598 1,080,602 | 24,888,670 11,430,815.20 951,224 : $1.385,078.22 | 18,996.86 
Pieens Wisconsin 53,924 34,511,360 | 28,419,823 | 6,091,537 | 24,131,412 9,262,863.96 | 1,004,728 ‘ 1,069,371.99 5,705.82 
mar Califomia......+++00 Salen seti veeee{ 188,981 | 120,947,840 | 21,611,447 | 99,336,393 : . 6.765,404 . 500,000.00 . 
rought Minnesota Territory.....sseesesees ..-| 141,839 90,776,960 | 12,188,281 78,588.679 | 2,508,710 1,734,098.59 | 5,089,244 ° $340,000.00 a 
2 lends Oregon GO. cease ecesces @eseee | 196,295 125,628,800 4,443,831 121,184.969 - 41,029.20 6.892.124 . - - 
Washington dO. = cee. eevee eeesticee 126,457 80,990.80 739,992 | 80.250.088 - 1,154.79 4,545,529 < « - 
— New MexicO dO. ccccevesereces aehuaih 256,309 | 164,037,760 107,928 | 163.929.8329 : - 8.896.956 . : ‘ 
a’ Utah Rs“ censesncteceeesces 220,196 140,925,440 1,999,908 | de - - 7,781,707 - - . 
'y gen- MA,” GD eo vaneccesencd xons 342,438 | 219,160,320 1,902,541 | 2 779 - 28,590.58 | 12,175,573 - - 
related Kansas ae. Sale cede dawonet se 126,283 80,821,120 | 3,826,326 | 76,994,794 * 17,350.86 | 4,468,662 a a 
hat ad- Indian ee re oanntbia 67,020 42,892,800 - | 42,892,800 - . . : . - 
ved at eee ea eee en ee a ee ne Ee eee 
alles TOtAl.seseeeeessereeeesseeseeeess| 2,265,625 | 1,450,000,000 | 399,333,464 | 1,041,710,560 | 327,066,207 | 139,092,965.84 | 67,736,572 | 44,971.11 | 10,897,313.59 | 279,792.07 
+} SS ia | sien etinemsestnnsnoneninsssetiatiagdlecpntbreniaeisdhtiadtinigdiaetaeeaaiannaaiaiaenpametaisaeniae teal 
yrother 
Mr . * Includes reserves under deeds of cession. 
at i t Exclusive of Chickasaw cessions. A ; ; : 
nd an } Includes the estimated quantity of 560,000 acres of the Des Moines river grant, situated in this State above the Raccoon fork of the Des Moines river. 
if read- § 1s the estimate of the Des Moines river grant in this Territory, as above. 
, prop- : 
-afarm STATEMENT—Continued. 
around Se eee ee : a Speers 
ut - ; ee poe Reserved for | as aoe 
ty, no seats of gov- | _ ers Reserved companies . Swamp lands . walle rae | 
ea i a a S Grants for mili- | granted to | poy | te Confirmed eed Railroad propriated of of- } 
le; b ut States and Territories. ernment | itary services. the | for be nefit of indiv iduals, | private sleine.| granite d grants. fered and unof- | 
a shift- and public States Indians. and to States. fred tends. On 
t of or- buildings. corporations. 30th June, 1857. | 
» fences | | Se (ee Se | 
fields; Ohio...... bPd en sin OWES RS SaiRhe. 5:0 6% ceeas - 1,804,423.96 24,216 16,330.73 | 8,805,976 .00 | 26,459.80 | 32,438.18 41,651.26 | 
ad not DN shavinivedaTeendanaeses duatinnet 2,560 1 304,496.61 23,040 126,220.71 149,102.00 329,880.53 1,250,937 .50 56,239 28 
oo RE thc, coe. sei POEewieleydiee.c04 s 2.560 9,648,850.68 | 121,629 48.989.69 . 188,901.61 1,833,412.94 294,149.52 | 
ry thing MiMORT....cccesecessecesccccccccecees| 9,560 5,274,873.26 | 46,080 22,587.61 - 1,362,455.10 4,064,788.94 9,106,267 .02 | 
1e Was; RINE oo oss Sic vvsic's hrabiakees sate bined 1,620 1,040,924.95 23,040 2,542,378 82 - 213,386.65 2,595.51 8,292.742.51 
ne farm Se scthinidedibiedasnednnedaas 1,280 269,573.21 - 277,612.04 - 688,083.25 |  2,834,090.76 : 5,268,219 .88 
West ek irashs vwheih vase ncannes 44 . 637,750.30 . : “ | 2,092,903.91 | 10,910,792.32 1,102,560 | §,972,499.4 
r. : Michigan S$OOONS O50 0n0 SOee eeoner Soeeee 13,200 2,100.653.59 46,080 109,300.83 - | 126,711.25 7,273,724.72 3,096,000 9,793,859 .39 
in the MRIS 6500 scien divers seseseeseses| 10,600 |  1,889,933.05| 46,080 . - | 118,451.12 | 8,026,358. 71 1,465,297 14,968,829.68 | 
the city PAthienhisbhichshanwneaticdeinaibbes 6.240 | 413,719.81 - 297.49 305.75 | 3,739,789.00 | 11,63,271.51 1,814,400 17,182,512.17 |, 
* order. tas niih pith dern hat eins tai de 6 3.840 11,963,73.30 46.080 | 119,183.34 ‘ . 1,739,505. 15 3,456,000 4,041.543.93 | 
snes Wisconsin...... dren ancient... a 4,730,137.17 46,080 137,894.27 2 | 36,880.99 2,350,000..00 1,622,800 14,238,497 .80 | 
0¢ California ......, © 0000 cons cocccs cocces - - - " ° _ o ~ 113,682,136 .00 | 
He re- Minnesota Territory........ccecs sees. - 2,867 ,280.00 - - - - - 4,416,000 76,330,337.41 | 
off the yregon Bi eaheceawiad scdetenui ; : < . - : - . 118,695,646 .20 
and the I Re hn ere : : : ‘ : . . . 76,443,396 .21 | 
ine the New Mexico do.........0. anekhaskbns 2 - . . Z . - 155,210,804.00 | 
a on tah Geshe as6s Risesens é ye - : : 453,143,733.00 | 
yuld gos Métmadlin OB Zevicdasceisctecess. ‘ 37,720.00 al ; | ; . 206,918;4:36 .42 | 
the best ia OD iniitis v2tbhied sever is . 125,840.00 | ’ | 3 . - - 76,217 ,867.14 | 
1s to ob- udiaa Sls Uibbtinasw dicieweas-vaaws>! = | = - - | = = | = 42,892,800 .60 
s | | | } sii qumenammatn |autnmmetenaeeniwmnteen queasinntatseipa~n | 
ro ge nea ss snails abi pcan =}. _ 
ee BOM. voodas' sped hin Seetthes vtiecs | 50,860 | 44,109,879.83 | 422,325 | 3,400,725.53 | #,955,383.75 | 8,923,903.21 | 51,948,916.24 | 25,403,993 | 1,088,792,498.83 | 
: alanine scsi eaeeeeeesilio~stieeniomensanmtiemoeenmeten ities diet iniiarteritintentnsltte tetanic ions 
year : 
ed Generat Lanp Orrice, February 15, 1858. 
nclos . 
first 10 It will be seen, by this official statement, that domain. But I make this statement in no spirit |; to effect a greater, more general, or more perma- 
is a fer- & lew States and Territories have received over || of complaint; I do not grudge the people of those || nent good, than in the mode proposed by the bill 
ge sport - hundred millions of acres of the public land | States and Territories what they have obtained, || of the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. Mor- 
nselves: a the support of schools and colleges, for in- || and am willing they should have more; but [ de- || riL1.] . 
the im- ae improvements, for railroad purposes, and || sire that my own State and my own constituents I trust that the bill will receive the favor of the 
ing had - other objects, while the Old Thirteen have || should have a share in them; and I know of no || members from those States that have already 
on; and 0 No space to themselves of their own public |! way in which the public lands can be disposed of |} shared so bountifully of the public lands, as [ am 
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sure that gentlemen from the eastern, northern, 
middle, and southern Atlantic States will give it 
their hearty support. 
und colleges, contemplated and provided for by 
this bill, will, we feel sure, be the points from 
which will radiate those lights of science which, 
when brought to bearupon the ‘old fields’”’ or ex- 
lausted lands of Maryland, Virginia, and North 
and South Carolina, will restore their original fer- 
tility, and become covered with heavy y and abund- 
ant crops, instead of meager coverings of poverty- 
yrass, that has not strength enough to resist the 
winds of autumn, and is blown away like the 
chaff it resembles. 

There is great merit in this bill; it has nothing 
sectional in it, and it appeals equally to the in- 
terest of the North and the South, if not to the 
Kast and the West. As agriculture is national, 
not sectional, so is any measure that tends to pro- 
mote the interest of this great, this most import- 
ant of all branches, of industry, in which every 
human being, of whatever condition, 1s deeply in- 
terested. 

Pass this bill, and in my opinion it will become 
a fountain from whence blessings will flow ina 
never-ending stream, that, like the mysterious 
Nile, will make the land teem with productions 
wherever it shall spread its vivifying waters over 
their thirsty and exhausted soils; and where now 
only gophers burrow, and owls inhabit the sol- 
itary wastes, shall rise the lofty mansion, sur- 
rounded by gardens, orchards, and fields, vocal 
with all that makes the habitation of man cheerful, 
pleasant, and attractive; the seat of elegant hos- 
pitality, of refinement, intelligence, and independ- 
ence, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, obtained the floor 
and moved that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and Mr. Sirn, of Vir- 
finia having taken the chair, Mr. Winstow re- 
ported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had, according to order, had 
the state of the Union generally under considera- 
tion, and particularly the bill (H.R. No. 306) to 
supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
service of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1858, and had come to no conclusion thereon. 

And then, on motion of Mr. CLAWSON, (at 
five minutes to nine o’clock, p. m.,) the House 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
I’nipay, March 26, 1858. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. G. W. Samson. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
COMMITTEE OF ACCOUNTS. 

The SPEAKER appointed Mr. Powe. asa 
member of the Committee of Accounts, to supply 
the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Mr. 
Mason. 

Mr. GARTRELL. [ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce a bill of which pre- 
vious notice has been given, for reference merely ? 

Mr. HARLAN. I demand the regular order 
of business. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I hope the gentleman will 
not object, as it is a local till. 

The objection was not withdrawn. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, in reply to the House reso- 
lution of the 16th instant, calling for information 
relative to the construction of the railroad from 
Dubuque to Sioux City, and branch from the 
mouth of the Téte des Morts. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
the communication be referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands; and ask the adoption of the 
resolution which | send to the Clerk’s desk: 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the communication of the Secretary of 
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act of Congress, and if not, to report such action to the 
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| House as may be deemed expedient and proper in the prem- 


ises. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move the | 
previous question on the adoption of the resolu- | 
tion. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to that | 
part of it which instracts the committee. If we | 
have given lands to a State, we do not want to 


| investigate what the State has done with them. 


} 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I think it is 
the duty of Congress to see that they have been 


properly applied. 
I think. that that | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessec. 
is no part of the business of the Government or 
of the House. 


The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from || 


Tennessee indicate the ground of his objection to 
the resolution ? 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


The gentleman can move to refer the communica- 


| tion, but not to give instructions. 


the Interior in reply to the resolution of the House of the | 


16th instant, calling for information in regard to the amount 
of land certified to the State of Lowa for building a railroad 
from Dubuque to Sioux City, and a certain branch therein 
named, be referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
that they be instructed to inquire into all facts in relation to 
building the said branch of the railroad, whether the main 
trunk of said road has been cempleted beyond the point of 
intersection of the said branch, and whether the said branch 
has been completed in conformity with the provisions of the 


The SPEAKER. Why not? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
is in order. . 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the resolution is in order. The paper itself was 
laid before the House by unanimous consent. 
This resolution proposes to dispose of the paper 


I do not think it 


| now before the House, and the Chair thinks itis 


. a } 
| the House, and some disposition must be made | 


in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does the present- 
ing of that message by unanimous consent make 
the resolution in order? 

TheSPEAKER. The presentation of the com- 
munication by unanimous consent places it before 


of it. The gentleman from Illinois proposes to 
refer it with instructions. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move the 
previous question. I do not want to take up the 
time of the House in this matter. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
whole subject on the table. 

Mr. COBB. I hope the previous question will 
not be sustained until I make a suggestion. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Isthe resolution susceptible 


| of division, so as to take a vote on reference, and 





then on the instructions? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. CLEMENS called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay on the table. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


the negative—yeas 67, nays 80; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Atkins, Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, 
Branch, Burnett, Clay, Cobb, Corning, Cox, Curtis, Dow- 
dell, Eihott, Fautkner, Florence, Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, 
Greenwood, Hawkins, Hickman, Hopkins, Houston, 
Hughes, Jackson, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones,Owen Jones, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, Leidy, Letch- 
er, Maclay, McQueen, Mason, Miles, Montgomery, Nib- 


lack, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Purviance, Quitman, Rea- | 
gan, Reilly, Ritchie, Ruthn, Russell, Sandidge, Savage, | 
Scales, Scott, Henry M. Shaw, Samuel A. Smith, Ste- | 
phens, James A. Stewart, George Taylor, Miles Taylor, | 
Underwood, Watkins, White, Whiteley, Winslow, Wood- | 


son, Augustus R, Wright, and John V. Wright—67. 


NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Andrews, Bennett, | 
Billinghurst, Blair, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Case, | 


Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clemens, John Cochrane, 


Cockerill, Colfax, Comins, Davidson, Dawes, Dean, Dick, | 


Dodd, Durfee, Fenton, Foley, Foster, Giddings, Gilman, 
Gilmer, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Lawrence W. Hall, Rob- 
ert B. Hall, Harlan, Howard, Jenkins, Kelsey, ao John 
©. Kunkel, Leach, Leiter, Lovejoy, Samuel 8S. Marshall, 
Maynard, Millson, Morrill, Isaac N. Morris, Freeman H. 
Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Murray, Nichols, Olin, Palmer, 
Parker, Pike, Potter, Ready, Ricaud, Robbins, Royce, John 


| Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Robert Smith, William 


Smith, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, Tomp- 


kins, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Walton, Warren, Elli- | 


hue B, Washburne, Wilson, Wood, and Zollicoffer—80. 


So the House refused to lay the whole subject | 


on the table. 

Pending the vote, 

Mr. JACKSON stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Crawrorp, was detained from the Hall by indis- 
position. 

Mr. FLORENCE stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Privurps, was necessarily absent, and had paired 
off with his colleague, Mr. Epis; and that his 


other colleague, Mr, Lanpy, had been called home 


by sickness in his family. 

Mr. HOPKINS stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Epmcnpson, was absent on account of indisposi- 
tion. 


OBE. 


‘| agreed to. 


It is a resolution | 
of instructions to the committee, as I understand. | 


1 Mr. HUGHES. I 
i} 


I move to lay the | 








previous question. 

| Mr. CURTIS. I wish to say a word on this 

| matter, and I hope the previous question wil] not 

| be seconded. 

| The previous question was seconded 

being, on a division—ayes 86, noes 50; 

| Main question was ordered, 

| The question was taken on the resoluti 
the Speaker announced that the re 


> there 
and the 


on; and 
Solution wag 


| Mr. HUGHES. I called for the yeas and nays, 
The SPEAKER, The Chair did not hear the 
| gentleman; and the Chair is of opinion that if the 
| gentleman had risen in his seat he would have 

both seen and heard him. 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. The gentleman cer- 
| tainly did call for the yeas and nays. 

dia rise in my seat. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair begs pardon for 

not seeing the gentleman in time. It is now too 
|| late to correct the error. The result of the vote 
| has been announced. 
|| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois, moved to re. 

consider the vote by which the resolution was 
‘| adopted; and also moved to lay the motion to re. 
| consider on the table. J 

Mr. MONTGOMERY called for the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the latter motion 
was agreed to—there being on a division, ayes 92, 
noes 42. 
PACIFIC INDBANS. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the Sec. 
retary of the Interior requesting an additional ap- 
propriation for the bureau of Indian affairs, on ac- 
count of the Indians on the Pacific coast; which 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 


EXTENSION OF DEBATE. 
‘|| Mr. LETCHER. There has been, I believe, 


ageneral understanding, on all sides of the House, 
|| that the debate on the Kansas question shall go 
\| on for some days yet. In order that that under- 
|| standing may be fairly executed, I ask the unan- 
| imous consent of the House that the time for de- 
'| bate upon the deficiency bill shall be extended 
| until this day week. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I object. 

| Mr. LETCHER. I hope the House will take 
| 





notice where the objection comes from. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
| rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
|| itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 
| Mr FLORENCE. I move that the House re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole House 
‘| on the Private Calendar. * 
||. Mr. ADRAIN. I hope the gentleman from 
Illinois will withdraw his objection to the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If I understand 
the proposition of the gentleman from Virginia, 
|| itis, that instead of closing the debate upon the 
deficiency bill ann the adjourniment of the House 
to-day, it shall be closed on the adjournment of 
the House on next Friday; that the general debate 
upon Kansas shall progress until one o’clock on 
ieee next, when the Kansas bill shall be 
taken up and disposed of. 

Mr.GROW. The statement of the gentleman 
from Tennessee is correct, with the exception of 
the last portion of it. I have no objection to the 
proposition of the gentleman from Virginia. 
| understood the agreement to be, that no motion 
| shall be made in reference to the Kansas bill unt 
/one o’clock on Thursday, when the gentlemen 
| from Georgia [Mr. Sreruens] proposes to make 
‘a motion to take it up, and the whole matter will 
|| be under the rules of the House. ; 
| Mr. LETCHER. Certainly, that is my U 
| derstanding. 
| Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. At 

f gentlemen around me, I will withdraw my 0” 
—— to the proposition of the gentleman from 
ir 











At the suggestion 


‘inia. 

| o further objection being made, it was ‘a 
Ordered, That the general debate upon the deficiency »' 

|| be closed on Friday next at the adjournment of the House: 


|| Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. I ask the co™ 
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° ae on Revolutionary Pensions, I will state 
tliat | was not in the House when the committees 
swore last called for reports. ; 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I must object, unless all 
he committees can be called. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I appeal to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Frorence] to withdraw 
his motion for a few minutes, to allow the com- | 
mittees to be called for reports of private bills, so 
vat the bills may be placed on the Private Cal- 
endar, and be printed. : 

Mr. FLORENCE. I should have no objec- || 
jon, if there was any hope of calling the commit- | 
«es for reports. I have no hope of being able to 
-» to the consideration of private business at all 
to-day, but I felt it m duty to make the motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that, if | 
che motions to go into committee are withdrawn, 
the call of the committees for reports of private 
jujsiness will be first in order; and, in the opinion 
of the Chair, the call may be gone through with in 
twenty minutes. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Ifthe gentleman from Ten- 
nessee Will withdraw his motion to go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
| will withdaw “y, motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think the vote || 
had better be taken upon the mgtion, 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then, I insist upon my 
motion. 

The motion to go into Committee of the Whole 
House was not agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will withdraw 
the motion to go into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, until the committees || 
have been called for reports. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- || 
mittees for reports. 


PETER PARKER. 


Mr. MAYNARD, from the Committee of | 
Claims, reported back a bill (C. C. No. 85) for 
the relief of Peter Parker; which was referred to | 
a Committee of the Whole House, and, with the | 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


FERDINAND COXE. 


Mr. MAYNARD, from the same committee, 
reported back a bill (C. C. No. 84) for the relief 
of Ferdinand Coxe; which was referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 


SAMUEL ANGUS. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIDSON, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition and papers of 
Samuel Angus, and that the same be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


JOHN SHAW. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIDSON, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition and papers of 
John Shaw, and that the satae be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 


ASSIGNEES OF HUGH GLENN. 


Mr. MAYNARD, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the as- 
signees of Hugh Glenn; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 


J. C. G. KENNEDY. 


Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania, from the 
same committee, reported a bill for the relief of 
J. C. G. Kennedy; which was read a first and 
second time. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania, moved that 
the bill be referred to a Committee of the Whole | 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I have some papers | 
which I should like to go with that report, and | 
be printed, They are from the Department; and 
there is a letter from a gentleman of this city who 
as charge of this property. I should like them 
to go with the report and be printed, so that the 
House my have all the facts before it. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania. I will say 
‘iat our report embraces substantially all the 
Papers which were before the committee. I do 
uot know that it would be right that the House 











| may be entitled; no more and no less. 


|| of the Interior in adjudication of this case, the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


should print papers which were not before the || 


committee, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I should like to || 
have them printed, so that we could all see them 
when the case comes up. They are from the De- 
partment, with a lettet from the agent of the prop- 


erty. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania. They can 
be used in the House when the question comes 
up, and I therefore object. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Would it not be competent 
for the House to order the printing of the papers 
as a separate proposition? 
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SS 


committee, reported a bill for the relief of Samuel} 








1A. Fairchild; which was read a first and second 


time, referred toa Committee of the Whole House, 


and, with the accompanying report, ordered to * 
| be printed. 


| E. H. FITZGERALD AND WILLIAM P. YOUNG. 


| Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois, from the same 
| committee, made adverse reports in the cases of 

E. H. Fitzgerald and William P. Young; which 
| Were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed 


HALL NEILSON. 





The SPEAKER. The Chair does not seé how 
the gentleman could get the papers before the 
House at this time, unless by unanimous consent. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
bill be recommitted to the Committee of Claims, 
with the papers I send to the Clerk. I ask that 

















they be read, in order that the House may know || 


what it is referring. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can refer his 

ag under the rule, but the Chair does not see 
ow they can be referred with the motion he 
makes. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois. If the provis- 
ions of the bill be stated, there will not perhaps 
be any further objection to it. It does not pro- 
pose to appropriate any specific sum. It refers 
this case to the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
authorizes him to take rule on the contract made 


|| and damage done to the building rented from Mr. || 


Kennedy, and to pay him any sum to which he 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The papers which 
I hold in my hand are the report of the Secretary 


confirmation of that report by the President of 
the United States, and a statement of the agent 
for the renting of this property, for which the 
Government paid the owner $1,700. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania. Rather than 
occupy time, I will withdraw my objection. 

The bill was referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the accompanying re- 


ort, and the papers sent up by Mr. Jones, of || 


ennessee, ordered to be printed. 
WILLIAM F. WAGNER. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
William F. Wagner; which was read a first and 


second time, referred toa Committee of the Whole |! 


House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 


JOSEPH HARDY AND ALTON LONG. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana, from the same 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph 
Hardy and Alton Long; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 


ADVERSE REPORT. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana, from the same 
committee, reported adversely on the memorial 
of Alexander ‘Turner; which was laid upon the 
table, and the report ordered to be printed. 


ALEXANDER LINDFELDT. 


On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana, it 
was 


Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of Alexander 
Lindfeldt, and that it be referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 


ENOCH B. TALCOTT. 


Mr. GOODWIN, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported back a bill (H. R. No. 77) for 
the relief of Enoch B. Talcott, late collector of 
customs at the port of Oswego, New York; which 
was referred toa Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

BENJAMIN DOLE. 

On motion of Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois, it 

was 


Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial of Benjamin 
Dole, and that the same be referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 


SAMUEL A. FAIRCHILD. 
Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois, from the same 


| Mr. MARSHALL, of Iinois, from the same 
| committee, nape @ joint resolution for the re- 
| lief of Hall Neilson; which was read a first and 

second time, referred toa Committee of the Whole 
| House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
_ dered to be printed. 
ELIAS HALL. 


| Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois, from the same 
committee, reported back, with a recommendation 

| that itdo pass, an act (S. No. 68) for the relief 

| of Elias Hall, of Rutland, Vermont. 

| Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois. This case, I 
would say, is one which peculiarly calls for the 
immediate action of the House. The amount in- 

| volved is very small, and the claimant is an old 

| man of some eighty years. 

| Mr. RITCHIE. I object to anything out of 

| the regular order of business. 

| The SPEAKER. Ifthe gentleman desires, he 
can ask that the bill be read a third time. 

| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I would ask 

| my colleague if the bill involves an appropriation 
of money? 

| Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois. It does, toa 

| certain extent, though it is not a regular appro- 
priation bill. 

| The SPEAKER. If it contains an appropria- 
tion, the objection of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania is well taken, as it would require unan- 
imous consent to put it upon its passage. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois. I hope the gen- 

| tleman will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. RITCHIE. I will not withdraw objection 

| until the call of committees for reports is finished, 

| The bill was then referred to a Committee of 

| the Whole House, and, with the accompanying 

| report, ordered to be printed. 


SHADE CALLOWAY. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, from the Com- 
| mittee on Commerce, reported back a bill (H. R. 
No. 386) for the relief of Shade Calloway; which 
was referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 


D. O. DICKENSON. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, from the same 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of D, 0. 
Dickenson; which was read a first and second 
| time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House,and, with the report, ordered to be printed. 


JOHN R. NOURSE. 


Mr. COBB moved that the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of a bill (H. R. No. 408) for the relief of 
John R. Nourse, and that the same be referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, presented adverse reports on 
| the petitions of David Baxter, Joseph Brady, 
| Launcelot Crane, J. D, Stewart, Joseph Weeks, 
| and Michael Vandervoort, and certain citizens of 
| Kansas, asking for bounty lands; which were 
any laid on the table, and ordered to be 
| printed. 
m Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the same com- 
| mittee, presented adverse reports on the petitions 
| of John P. Bennett, Mary A. Vance, Richard 8S. 
| Venables, certain citizens of New York, and cer- 
tain citizens of New Jersey; which were sever- 
ally laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
JANE SMITH. 
| Mr. COBB, from the same committee, reported 
| bask, with a recommendation that it do pass, 
| Senate bill (No. 73) authorizing Mrs. Jane Smith 
| to efter éértai lands in the State of Alabama; 
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which was referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed, 
ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. WOOD, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, presented an adverse re- 
vort in the case of William L. Dillard; which was | 
aid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, presented ad- 
verse reports on the petitions of Seltis Prather, 
Elizabeth Westcott, and the administrator of 
Mary Clift; which were severally laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 


HEIRS OF NEHEMIAH STOKELEY. 


Mr. DAWES, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Nehemiah Stokeley, a revolutionary 
officer; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the report, ordered to be printed. 


REPRESENTATIVES OF THOMAS WILLIAMS. | 

Mr. DAWES also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Lieutenant Thomas Williams,a rev- 
olutionary officer; which was read a first and sec- | 
ond time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the report, ordered to be printed. | 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. LOVEJOY, from the same committee, pre- 
sented adverse reports on the petitions of Joshua 
Oldner, the heirs of Benjamin Harrison, the heirs 
of Augustine Willett, and the heirs of J. P. Har- 
rison; which were severally laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


NATHANIEL HEARD. 


Mr. CLAWSON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Na- | 
thaniel Heard; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the report, ordered to be printed. 

On mouon of Mr. Clawson, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims | 
be discharged from the further consideration of the petition 
of the heirs of Nathaniel Heard, and that the same be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


FRANCOIS GUILLORY. 


Mr. SANDIDGE, from the Committee on Pri- || 
vate Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
the heirs or legal representatives of Frangois Guil- 
lory; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and | 
ordered to be printed. 


JEAN BAPTISTE DEVIDRINE. \| 


Mr. SANDIDGE, from the same committee, | 
reported a bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Dev- 
idrine; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the report, ordered to be printed. 


LAURA MILLEAUDON. 


Mr. SANDIDGE, from the same committee, 
reported back with a recommendation that it do | 
»ass, Senate bill (No. 81) for the relief of Laura 
Milleaudon; which was referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 


ANNA M. E. RING, AND OTHERS. 


Mr. SANDIDGE, from the same committee, 
reported back, with a recommendation that it do || 
ass, Senate bill (No. 185) for the relief of Anna 

1. E. Ring, Louisa M. Ring, Cordelia Ring, and 
Sarah J. De Lannoy; which was referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
be printed. 


JOHN DICK. 


Mr. SANDIDGE, from the same committee, 
reported back Senate bill (No. 70) for the relief of 
John Dick, of Florida; which was read a first | 
and second ume, referred to a Committee of the | 
Whole House, and, with the report, ordered to be 
printed. 





R. T. BIRCHETT. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana, from the Com- | 
mittee on the Judiciary, made an adverse report || 
on the memorial of R. T. Birchett, assignee of || 
Thomas H. Duvall; which was laid on the table, || 
and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM B. TROTTER. 


Mr. GREENWOOD, from the Committee on |) 





THE 





Indian Affairs, reported back, with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass, Senate bill (No. 52) 
for the relief of William B. Trotter; which was | 
referred toa Committee of the Whole House, and | 
with the report, ordered to be printed. 
JAMES G. BENTON AND OTHERS. 

Mr. QUITMAN, from the Committee on Mil- | 
itary Affairs, reported back, with a recommend- 
ation that it do pass, Senate bill (No. 59) for 
the relief of James G. Benton, E. B. Babbitt, and 
James Langstreet, of the United States Army; 
which was referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 


CHRISTINE BARNARD. 


Mr. QUITMAN, from the same committee, | 
reported back, with an amendment, Senate bill 
(No. 91) granting a pension to Christine Barnard, | 


} 


widow of the late Brevet Major J. Barnard, of the || 
United States Army; which was referred to a |) 


Committee of the Whole House, and, with the | 
report, ordered to be printed. 


SUSAN T. LEE. 


Mr. QUITMAN, from the same committee, 
reported back, with a recommendation that it do | 
pass, Senate bill (No. 96) for the relief of Susan 
lr. Lee, widow and administrator of James Mag- | 
lenen, late of the city of Baltimore, deceased; 
which was referred to a Committee of the Whole | 
House, and with the report, ordered to be printed. | 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 
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M'CAJAH BROOKS. 
Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee, from the Com. 


/ mittee on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bil] 


for the relief of McCajah Brooks; which was read 
a first and second time, referred toa Committe 
of the Whole House, and, with the acc 
report, ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS MOODY AND REBECCA HALSEy 
’ 
Mr. SHAW, of North Carolina, from the same 


committee, made adverse reports on the petitions 
of Thomas Moody and Rebecca Halsey; which 
_ was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed 
Mr. HICKMAN. Lam instructed by the Com. 
| mittee on Revolutionary Pensions to report a gen- 

eral resolution covering a class of cases, 

The resolution was read. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is not thata general bill ang 
| not one which can be reported under the order to. 


~— 
he SPEAKER. It is. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Then I object. 


JOHN JONES. 


Mr. JEWETT, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill grantingan invalid pen. 
sion to Brevet Major John Jones, of Tennesseo- 
| which was read a first and second time, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, wit) 
_ the accompanyingereport, ordered to be printed, 


KENNEDY O'BRIEN. 
Mr. JEWETT, from the same committee, re. 


ce 
ompanying 





Mr. BUFFINTON, from the same committee, | 


made an adverse report on the petition of John | 
H. Thompson; which was laid on the table, and 


Mr. CURTIS, from the same committee, made 


ordered to be printed. | 


/an adverse report on the petition of James Arm- 


strong; which was laid on the table, and ordered 


to be printed. 


DR. THOMAS ANTISELL. 


Mr. BUFFINTON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Dr. Thomas Anti- 
sell; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the report, ordered ta,be printed. 


ROBERT W. CUSHMAN. 


Mr. FLORENCE, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of | 
Robert W. Cushman, formerly an acting purser 
in the United States Navy; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


DR. CHARLES MAXWELL. 


Mr. WINSLOW, from the same committee, 
reported back Senate bill (No. 69) for the relief 
of Dr. Charles Maxwell. 

Mr. WINSLOW. As the House has already 
passed a bill for the relief of this gentleman, I 
move that the bill be laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MICHAEL PAPPINITZER. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, reported a joint resolution in favor 
of Michael Pappinitzer; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 


| ported a bill for the relief of Kennedy O’Brien; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
toa Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed, 


EXTENSION OF THE PENSION LAWS. 
Mr. JEWETT asked leave to report, from the 


same committee, a bill extending the benefit of 
the pension laws to certain widows and orphans. 
Mr. LETCHER. Is not that a genera! bill? 
The SPEAKER. It is. 
Mr. LETCHER. Then I object to it. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 
On motion of Mr. JEWETT, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of A. 
Knight, legal representative of Josiah Knight, deceased; 
and of the petition of Sena Sutton; and that the same be 


EVELINA PORTER. 


Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Evelina Porter, widow of the late Commodore 
David Porter, of the United States Navy; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


SILAS STEVENS, OF VIRGINIA. 


Mr. ANDERSON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill granting an invalid pension to Si- 
las Stevens, of Virginia; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to a Committee of tle 
Whole House, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 


BENAH WRIGHT, OF NEW YORK. 


Mr. ANDERSON, from the same committer, 
reported a bill granting an invalid pension to be- 
nah Wright, of New York; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to a Committee of the 





Mr. CLINGMAN, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of L. L. 


|| Brent; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
| to be printed. 


Mr. RITCHIE, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Fran- 
cisco Lapez Urriga; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SICKLES, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of Stephen H. 
Weems; which was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


JOHN H. WHEELER. 


Mr. SICKLES, from the same committee, re- 
orted a bill for the relief of John H. Wheeler, 
sq., late United States Minister at Nicaragua; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


Whole House, and, with the accompanying '¢- 
| port, order to be printed. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. ANDERSON, from the same committee, 
wane adversely on the following petitions; 
which were laid upon the table, and the accom- 

| pany reports ordered to be printed: Pa, 

The petition of Reuben Apperson, of Virgin. 

The petition of James Fuller. 

The petition of Joseph Drake. 

The petition of William Wells. 

The petition of William Wolsey. 

The petition of Freeman Sharp. 

The petition of Thomas Floyd. 


JOHN LEE. 


Mr. CHAFFEE, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill granting an invalid pension to Jobn 
Lee, of the Beate of Maine; which was read 4 


| 


} 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
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he Whole House, and, with the accompanying 

dered to be printed. 
ELMIRA WHITE. 

Mr. CHAFFEE, from the same committee, re- 

‘ted a bill for the relief of Elmira White, widow 
f Captain Thomas R. White; which was read a | 
fest and second time, referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and, with the report, ordered 
to be printed. 


report, or 


JAMES FUGATE. 


Mr. CHAFFEE, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill granting an invalid pension to James | 
rygate, of Missouri; which was read a first and 
wcond time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the report, ordered to be printed. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 
On motion of Mr. CASE, it was 


ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of N. | 
¢ Howell and others, citizens of South Carolina, and that | 
same be referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


MICHAEL KINNEY. 


Mr. CASE, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported back, with a recommendation 
that it do pass, a bill (S. No. 35) for the relief of | 
Michael Kinney, late a private in company [, | 
eighth regiment United States Army; which was | 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, | 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be | 
printed. 

CORNELIUS H. LATHAM. 


Mr. MORSE, of New York, from the same | 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of Cor- 
nelius H. Latham; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the report, ordered to 
be printed. 


the 





EDWARD N. KENT. 


Mr. MACLAY, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents, reported a bill for the relief of Edward N. | 
Kent; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, | 
with the report, ordered to be printed. 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. As the committees | 
‘have all been called, [ move that the House pro- 
ceed to take up private bills from the Senate upon 
the Speaker’s table, and refer them. 

The motion was agreed to; and the following | 
bills were taken from the Speaker’s table, read a 
- and second time, and referred as indicated 
low: 

An act (S. No. 58) to authorize and direct the 
settlement of the accounts of Ross Wilkins, James 
Witherell, and Solomon Sibley. Referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

An act (S. No. 137) for the relief of the heirs- 
at-law of the late Abigail Nason, sister and de- | 
visee of John Lord, deceased. Referred to the | 
Committee of Claims. | 

An act (S. No. 194) for the relief of James | 
Bawden. Referred to the Committee on Public | 
Lands. 

An act (S. No. 167) for the relief of the own- 
ers of the bark Attica, of Portland, Maine. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by Mr. 
Hickey, one of their clerks, informing the House | 
that the Senate had passed the following acts and 
Joint resolutions; in which he was directed to ask 
the concurrence of the House: 

An act (S. No. 161) for the admission of the 
State of Kansas into the Union; 

An act (S. No. 117) for the relief of William 
Allen, of Portland, in the State of Maine; 

An act (S. No. 210) to create additional land 
districts in the State of California, and for other 
purposes; and 

A resolution (S. No. 24) authorizing Lieuten- 
- William N. Jeffers to accept a sword of honor 
tom her Majesty the Queen of Spain. 

a LETCHER. I now renew my motion that 
© rules be suspended, and the House resolve it- 
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self into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. COBB. Lask the gentleman from Virginia 
withdraw his motion until I can make a motion 
° refer the bill which has just come from the Sen- | 





ate,in relation to additional land districts in Cali- | 
fornia, to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. LETCHER. Very well. 
Mr. CHAFFEE. I move that the House re- | 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar. 
Mr. COBB. I willnot press my motion to refer, | 
and when the bill comes up, if there is no objec- | 
tion to it, I will move to put it on its passage. 
The motion of Mr. Cuarree was not agreed to. 
The motion of Mr. Lercuer was agreed to. 
The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Bococx in 
the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
deficiency bill. 


ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 


The CHAIRMAN stated that the gentleman | 
from Virginia [Mr. Smiru]} was entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Mr. Chairman, 
owing to the disadvantages under which I appear 
to address the committee on the subject of Kansas 
at this time—exhausted as it seems to be—I can 


light to the subject. Still, however, I propose to 
ask the attention of the committee to those views 
which I shall present, trusting that, if they ghall | 
not be convincing, they will not be entirely with- 
out profit. 

Mr. Chairmanand gentlemen of the committee, | 
it will be necessary, according to the view which 
I take, and in view of the short time now allotted 
to me, toavail myself of future occasions to com- 
plete that which I will not now, perhaps, be able 
to accomplish. 

I beg leave to ask the attention of the commit- 
tee to a few anterior facts—historical now, but 
important by way of answer to some of the ob- 
jections that have been taken in connection with 
this matter. It is known to the committee as a 
historical fact that we acquired Louisiana on the | 
30th of April, 1803, by purchase from the French 
Republic, at a price of $11,250,000. I shall not 
pause to comment on the then condition of that 
territory, nor shal! I pause with any other view 
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than simply to refer to a clause of the treaty stip- || 


ulating that the people of that territory should | 
have all the rights of American citizenship. That | 
clause is as follows: 


“The inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be incorpo- || 


rated into the Union of the United States, and admitted as 
soon as possible, according to the principles of the Federal | 
Constitution, to the enjoymeyt of all the rights, advantages, | 
and immunities of citizens of the United States; and in | 


the mean time they shall be maintained and protected in || 


the free enjoyment of their liberty, property, and the religion | 
they profess.’’ | 

Suffice it to say now that the condition of that 
territory is to be found, by common consent, in 
the necessity which was afterwards deemed to 
exist, of providing by actual legislation to change 
its character. It was in the year 1820 that the 
Congress of the United States deemed it neces- 
sary to change the character of that territory by 
what is called the Missouri compromise, or, more 
properly speaking, restriction. I say ‘‘more | 
properly speaking’’ because there is nothing of 
compromise in the eighth section, to which such 
frequent reference is had, but simply a restric- 
tion. 

I suppose that the committee will readily per- 
ceive that there was a necessity for that restric- | 
tion. They will also readily perceive that, with- | 
out that restriction, there would have been none | 
of the present difficulties that have torn and rended | 
the country asunder, and endangered its peace | 
and repose. Passing on from that subject, how- 
ever, and having thus briefly adverted to it, in 
order to present a connected view, we come to | 
the year 1853. 

On the 5th of December, 1853, Senator Dodge, 
of Iowa, gave notice of his purpose to introduce a 
bill for the formation of a& territorial government 
for the Territory of Nebraska. 

On the 14th of December, on leave, Mr. Dodge | 


| 


introduced his bill; and it was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Territories. On the 4th of January, || 


1854, Mr. Dovetas, the chairman of that com- 
mittee, reported said bill with amendments, and 

five thousand copies of the bill, amendments, and | 
report, were ordered to be printed. On the 16th | 


of January, Mr. Dixon,aSenator from Kentucky, 
at that time a Whig, and, for aught I know, still 
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a Whig, stated that he should offer the following 


amendment when the bill came up: 


“Sec. 22. Be it further enacted, Thatso much of the eighth 
section of the act approved March 6, 1820, entitled * An act 
to authorize the people of the Missouri ‘Territory to form a 
constitution and State government, and for the admission 
of such State into the Union on an equal footing with the 
original States, and to prohibit slavery in certain Territo- 
ries,’ as declares ‘ that in all the territory ceded by France 
to the United States, under the name of Louisiana, which 
lies north of 36° 30’ north latitude, slavery and involuntary 
servitude, otherwise than in punishment of crimes where- 
of the parties shall have been duly convicted, shal! be for- 
ever prohibited,’ shall not be so construed as to apply to the 
Territory contemplated by this act, or to any other Terti- 
tory of the United States ; but that the citizens of the several 
States or Territories shall be at liberty to take and hold their 
slaves within any of the Territories of the United States, 
or of the States to be formed therefrom, as if the said act 
entitled as aforesaid, approved as aforesaid, had never been 
passed.”’ 


On the day following, Mr. Sumner gave notice 
of his purpose to offer a counter proposition. On 
the 20th of January, Mr. Dovatas proposed to 
divide Nebraska, so as to make an additional 
Territory, to be called Kansas; and the result 
was that the act creating territorial governments 


| for Nebraska and Kansas passed on the 30th of 
but little hope to impart new interest and new || 


May, 1854. 

I mention these facts, Mr. Chairman and gen- 
tlemen of the committee, for the purpose of letting 
the committee see and understand the true origin 
of this matter, its real patrons, and the manner 
in which it comes before the country. In this 


| connection, also, it is well known, a very exciting 


debate sprang up; and the Democratic party, at 
that time in strong ascendency in the Halls of 
Congress, was overthrown in the country. The 
elections that ensued for members of the Thirty- 
Fourth Congress resulted in the overthrow of tie 


| Democratic party and, as it was thought, never 
| to rise again. 


ut, thank God, there is vitality 
enough in. that great party—founded on sound 
principles and in popular sympathies—to enable 
it to defy its enemies and to recover any ground 
it may, on particular occasions, lose. After the 
election of members to the Thirty-Fourth Con- 
gress the sober second thought of the pe 
seemed to have returned; and they sent to this 


'| Hall for this, the Thirty-Fifth Congress, a large 


majority, as it was believed, of those who would 


| represent their sentiments and carry out the policy 


that was inaugurated in 1854. 

President Buchanan, in his last annual message, 
adverting to the condition of things in Kansas, 
which is the great and absorbing question now 


|| agitating the eT indicated his purposes and 


opinions; without, however, recommending any 
particular policy, as he could not do, of course, 


| In consequence of not having any basis on which 


to justify it. That recommendation, or that in- 
timation of a purpose and policy, was, as we all 
know, fiercely seized upon and denounced or 
gentlemen who had been heretofore acting with 
us on this subject. It was a matter of astonish- 
ment in the country, that in this and in the other 
House of Congress there should have been hos- 
tility indicated to the views of the President in 
connection with this subject, which was wholly 
inconsistent, according to the general sentiment 
of the country, with the past history of the party. 
But so it is. On the 2d of February, 1858, the 
Lecompton constitution—and I come to the term 
at once—having been received by the President, 
was sent to Congress with a recommendation that 
Kansas should be admitted under it. Previously 
to that, however—on the 2Ist of December, 1857 
—we had a memorial presented to us by the Del- 
egate from that Territory, asking for the admis- 


| sion of Kansas under the Topeka constitution. 


That memorial was referred ‘to the Committee 


on Territories. As I understand it, the census- 


takers, under the Topeka constitution, submitted 
the petition to the people of each county, and col- 
lected their views. I advert to it thus particularly, 
because the Delegate has indorsed it as follows: 
“ Memorial of 4,170 citizens of Kansas, asking that Kan- 


sas may be admitted into the Union under the Topeka conu- 
stitution. ”? 


I say, without dwelling on this subject, that 
here is an important fact, at least in reference to 
the strength of one party of that Territory; which 
fact I shall hereafter use. 

What, then, is the condition of things ? We 
have two applications before us; one to admit 
Kansas into the Union under the Topeka consti- 
tution, and the other to admit her under the Le- 
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compton constitution. That is the issue before us. |! 


‘The President, having re commended her admis- 
e1on unde r the Li compton constitution, and the 
subject having come to the attention of the State 
. S ¥ 
of Virginia, the Legislature of that State spoke 
on it. | refer to the action of that Legislature with 
some degree of regret, but still with pleasure. As 
one of her citizens and Representatives, I an- 
ounce my readiness to sustain the policy which 
she promulges. 

The resolutions of the Legislature of Virginia 
to which I refer are as follows: 

“1, Resolved, Thatin the opinion of the General Assem- 
hivoft Virginia, the conclusion to which the President of the 
(inited States bas arrived, as expressed in his recent més- 
eage,in favor of the admission of Kansas, as a State of this 
Union, ander the Lecompton constitution, is just and right. 

**2. Resolved, That Congress has no right to look further 
into the constitution submitted by the State of Kansas, in its 
application to be admitted into this Union, than to see that 
the said constitution is republican in its form. 

“3d. Resolved, That itis due to the peace and harmony 
of this Union that Congress should speedily admit Kansas 
as a State, under the Lecompton constitution, without fur- 
ther conditions.”’ 

Thus speaks Virginia; and why did she find it 
necessary to speak upon this subject? Because 
of the words which a gentleman in high official 
position in our State had undertaken to speak as 
an individual, and not as the Governor of the 
State of Virginia, as the gentleman from Indiana 
[ Mr. Eneuisn] supposes. This gentleman, in re- 
sponse toan Invitation that was given to him to join 
in, on the 8th of January last, the celebration which 
was then to be held at Tammany Hall, uttered 
sentiments which it was deemed right and proper 
for the Virginia Legislature to disclaim; and hence 
the resolutions. I must be allowed to say that it 
was astonishing, it was amazing, that a gentleman 
holding his high official position, in a community 
where there was scarcely a diversity of opinion, 
should have allowed himself to utter such senti- 
ments, and particularly on that day—on the 8th 
of Jantiary—the anniversary of one of the most 
important and patriotic events in our history. It 
was astonishing that he should have pronounced 
such sentiments as are contained in that Tam- 
niany letter. I will merely quote a line from Dr. 
Beattie’s Minstrel, and pass on: 

**Some deemed him wondrous wise, and some believed 
him mad.’’ 


Mr, ENGLISH. Will the gentleman allow me 
to interrupt him? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I shall be very 
happy to yield to any gentleman if I am not to 
be restricted in my time. 

Mr.“ENGLISIL. I merely wish to inquire of 
the gentleman whether he holds Governor Wise 
to be in or out of the Democratic organization? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Well, sir, I hold 
him to be outside the Democratic organization, 
aud I do not hesitate to say it. All gentlemen who 
refuse to codperate with the Democratic party in 
the great measures of the party, are necessarily 
outside of that party organization. 

Mr. BURROUGHS. Lhope the gentleman will 
not assatl the Governor of Virginia. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Lam surprised that 
the gentleman should havé supposed that | had 
assailed the Governor of Virginia. I am protect- 
ing the Governor of Virginia from being assailed. 
1 speak of Henry A. Wise, and not the Governor 
of Virginia, as being outside the Democratic 
party. Orrather, I say he is outside the Demo- 
cratic Organization, it may be not outside the 
Democratic party. Gentlemen may fight on their 
own hook, if they please. 

Mr. ENGLISH. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him another question? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, Is it to be under- 
stood that Lam not to be restricted in my time? 
te Yes,”’ “ee yes.”’} 
to be restricted in my time; then come one, come 
all, come every one. 

Mr. ENGLISH. The gentleman says that 
Giovernor Wise is outside the Democratic party. 
Now I want to know if the gentleman supported 


I understand that | am not || 


Wise for Governor; and if not, whether the gen- | 


tleman, in that act, was not himself outside the 
Democratic party ? 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


I did not support 
Mr, Wise for Governor. 


But, sir, f never made 


war upon the Democratic party. What is party? | 
It is a combigation of individuals entertaining a | 


community of Sentiment. IT respectfully submit 
I y 
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only true and proper test. It is an association of 
individuals for carrying out the great interests of 


the country in a particular line of policy from a | 


community of opinions and sentiments. If there 
be no such community of opinion and sentiment 
upon the part of a gentleman with a particular 
party, how can he be considered as within that 
party organization? Look at the condition of 
things at this particulartime. In the two Houses 


of Congress it was supposed one hundred and 


sixty-five gentlemen entertained such sentiments. 
Twenty five ofthem perhaps, unexpectedly, broke 
off from that party and assailed it as entertaining 
unsound sentiments. 
rovad, as the gentleman from Indiana[Mr. Davis] 
last night did, and undertake to lecture the great 
body of their former friends. Absolutely, the 
gentleman from Indiana lectures the Democratic 
party in this House. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. T ask the gentleman | 


from Virginia to state in what I undertook to leec- 


ture the Democratic party, and in what I differ | 


from the Democratic party ? 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Well, sir, any one 


who listened to the speech of the gentleman from 
Indiana last night, could not fail to see in what 
the gentleman differed with the Democratic party. 
I have not time to enumerate all the points of dif- 
ference. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
man will specify. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The gentleman cer- 
tainly did this much: he said he could not vote 
for the Lecompton constitution, That is a meas- 
ure of the Democratic party, vital in character. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I hope the gentle- 
man will allow me to make one remark right 
here. The gentleman from Virginia has no right 


I hope the gentle- 


to read me out of the Democratic party, nor has | 


he any right to read any other gentleman in this 
House out of the party. And I desire to say, 
further, that as far as the Democratic party of the 
North are concerned, I believe that nine tenths 


of that party hold the same sentiments as I do 


upon this question; and if anybody has the right 


to read out, we have the right to read the gentle- | 


man out of the party. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Exactly. There it | 
is. The gentleman reminds me very much of a | 


man on a jury case in which I was once engaged 
professionally. ‘There were twelve jurors; the 


case was a very important one; it was elaborately | 
y 1m} 3 


discussed, and was, of course, referred to the jury 
for consideration after the argument had closed. 
It was reported to the judge that the jury could 
not agree, and they were at length called in, to 
see if their objections could not be harmonized. 
They came in accordingly, and one of the jurors 
stated to the court that he could not agree with 
the other jurors in their verdict; that they were 
eleven of the most stubborn men he had ever had 
anything to do with in his life. [Laughter.] 

Now, that is precisely the case with the gen- 
tleman from Indiana. He anda few other gentle- 
men have undertaken to dissent from the great 
body of the Democratic party, and then they 
come here and lecture the Democratic party for 
holding unsound sentiments. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I will ask the gentle- 
man whether he has not, time and again, in Vir- 
giiia, runasan independent candidate against the 
Democratic party and the Democratic organiza- 
tion? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
understanding. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. It is like a great 
deal of the gentleman’s understanding—unsound. 
I will say that I have never run against the Demo- 
cratic organization, although I have been tempted 
to do it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Tempted! 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Tempted, but failed 
not. The gentleman from Indiana will understand 
the virtue of the trial, because he himself has not 
at all times resisted temptation. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. The gentleman says 
that I have not always resisted temptation. I 
would like him to point to a single vote of mine 
during my five years’ service in this Hall, that has 
not been with the Democratic party on all ques- 
tions, including the fugitive slave law and every- 


Never, sir. 
That has been my 


|| thing else. 
to the gentleman from Indiana, that this is the 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, I ask the gentle- 


And these gentlemen turn | 
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{| $ — : 
/ man, since he brought himself into this ¢ 
|| how he is going to vote now? 


ollo uy 
_ Has he not xeld 
| us that he was going to vote against the Lecom 
| ton constitution? And has not the Chief Maoi.. 
|| trate, one branch of the Government, and the = 
|| sumed head of the Democratic party, aaaiae x, 
| he was by the Democratic party, recommended 
/ and urged that instrument with all his power as 
| influence? Does he not know that if the bill js ; 
| be got through this House, it is to be got through 
by the Democratic party, with some few patriotic 
| Know-Nothing votes, to whom he has referred in 
no complimentary terms? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Because the Prosi. 
| dent has recommended this measure, is it neces. 
|| sary, therefore, that every Democrat in this Hall 

is bound to vote for it? ‘That the President has q 

right to advise me, I admit; but he has no right 
| to command me, against the will of my constitu. 
ents; and, if that be the test the gentleman Wishes 
to apply, itis, inmy opinion,a political despotism 

Mr SMITH, of Virginia. The President is 

the representative of the American Democracy 

and was put into the executive chair for that rea. 
son. He was put into the presidential chair as 
the representative of the Democratic party and of 
the Kansas question in all its shapes and forms. 

He represents both now. The gentleman asks 

me whether I require every gentleman to conform 

to the President’s opinions? I do not ask him to 

conform to the President’s opinions at all. The 
| gentleman can do itor not. He is an American 
|| freeman, and has the right to independent thought 
and action. But the gentleman speaks one thing 
| and thinks another. He professes to be a Dem- 
|| ocrat when he associates with those who are not, 

Do not affect to be a Democrat, I will tell the gen- 
|| tleman, when you refuse to codperate with those 
whoare struggling to carry out the policy on which 
‘| you and others were elected. 

Mr. Chairman, what are the facts in the gentle- 
man’s case? He was here on the passage of the 
Nebraska bill. He was here in the Thirty-Third 
Congress, and upon the anxious bench. Last 
night he told us he was zealous in favor of the 
| 


1} 
| 
|| 
| 
| 


passage of that bill. At the next election he was 
beaten. He was one of those who went down 
before the combined hosts of fanaticism, but the 
returning wave bore him into this Hall. He came 


came here to do what? To pursue the policy of 
1854, or did he come here to pursue the policy of 
those who beat him in 1855, and those who are 
|| hisassociates now—they encircling him now, and 
|| prompting his answers ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I came here to carry 
_ out the principles of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, for 
| which I voted. I came here to carry out the ree- 
/ommendations of the President on that subject. 
| I intend to carry them out—those I mean, which 
|| he made up to the middle of November, when he 
| Saw proper to change front on this question. 
| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Exactly; that isthe 
| language of rebellion. [Laughter.]} 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. It is the language 
| of a freeman, and not the language of a slave. 
| [Cries of ** Good !’’} 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I have accorded 
| that the gentleman had the right to go against this 
| bill if he chose to. 

Mr. Chairman, I willresume my remarks where 
| I left them off when I was interrupted. 

Mr. FOSTER. Does the gentleman acknow'- 
edge the President as a good Democrat? ; 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. If I wanted proo! 
| that he was, I would only have to remember that 
the gentleman opposed him. I know, too, that 
| often we can tell who men are when we are aw®y 
from them and are not acquainted with them, by 
learning the company they keep. ] 
The CHAIRMAN. Before there is further 
'_terruption to the gentleman’s remarks, the Chait 
| would like to understand what is the nature of the 
‘understanding of the committee. At an early 
is of his speech the gentleman from Virgin's 
said that he would not object to interruption ! it 
was not to come out of his time. Is this the ut- 
| derstanding? : 

Mr. ENGLISH. It is my understanding. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope we sh 
have no such understanding as that. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair wishes to rao 
| how he is to be regulated in determining when the 
‘time of the gentleman from Virginia is to expre 











| here upon the full tide of Democratic will. He * 
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ontieman from Virginia in an early part of his 


speech asked whether these interruptions were to 


come out of his time, and stated that he would not 


yield provided that they were to be deducted from | 


| have voted for him. 


his time. No objection was made to their being 
so deducted. 


under a misapprehension, that he should be al- 
lowed for the time he has been interrupted thus 
far, but no further, . 
jeman has been interrupted ten minutes, and will 


Mr. CLEMENS. Say fifteen minutes. 
The CHAIRMAN. 


No objection was made. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I do not understand | 


that there is any power to reclaim a grant already || 


made. It was conceded that I should go on with- | 
out having the interruptions deducted, and I de- | 


| 


sire to be interrogated. I stand here with asgreat || 


purity of purpose as any man, and I desire to be | 
interrupted if it be the pleasure of gentlemen to | 
doso. I understand that I was to be allowed for 
such interruptions, and that concession having | 
been made, it cannot be recalled except by unan- 
jmous consent. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state to 
the gentleman from Virginia, that it is suggested | 
that his preposition was not distinctly heard. | 
The Chair did not make any proposition to the | 
committee, and no proposition of the Chair was | 
conceded to, and therefore, it was not considered | 
as a binding proposition. Gentlemen of the com- | 
mitteenow seem to agree that the gentleman has 
been interrupted fifteen minutes, and the Chair 
will allow that additional time. ~~ 

Mr. QUITMAN. I beg leave to say, lest my | 
silence be misconstrued, that I do not think that 
these interrogatories are of any benefit to the 
country or to the House, and I shall object to 
them hereafter; though I do not wish to be con- 
sidered as an objector to extending his time fifteen 
minutes for interruptions already made. 

Mr. HILL. I desire to ask the gentleman from 
Virginia if the Kansas-Nebraska bill was not | 
considered the true test of orthodox Democracy? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Yes. 

Mr. HILL. Then I want to ask him which is 
the better Democrat—the man who voted for the 
Kansas bill, and now votes against the admission 
of Kansas under the Lecompton constitution, or 
the man who voted against the Kansas bill, or 
who, if he had been here, and had had an oppor- 
tunity, would have voted against that bill, and 


now votes for the admission of Kansas under the | 


Lecompton constitution? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I suppose the gen- 
tleman, as a practical politician, will have no dif- 
ficulty in answering his own questivn. ‘‘ Suffi- 


cient unto the day is the evil thereof.’’ Here is | 
& question in which great parties are involved, | 
and in which it is well known that if one party || 


prevails the other party is destroyed. That is the 


nature of the question; and the man that is a | 
Demoerat, a real Democrat, and who means to 
act with the Democratic party upon its principles | 


in this hour of struggle, will not see it swallowed 
up by its enemies, and much less help devour it. 

Mr. HUGHES. Suppose that upon some great 
question of principle, such as is involved in this 
question of the admission of Kansas, a number 
of gentlemen belonging to the Democratic party 
should voluntarily assemble themselves together, 


and hold meeting after meeting among themselves, | 


for the express purpose of devising some concert 
of action in order to defeat the measure, and in 


caucus—not a regular caucus of their party— | 


re an organization of their own for the pur- 
90. Bilamens 
Mr. ADRAIN. Is the gentleman in order? 
The CHAIRMAN. Not if objection is made. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


answer the question, in consequence of being re- 
Stricted in time. 


with us, are against us. 


Mr. FOLEY. 1 wish to ask the gentleman a 
question. 


HOUSTON. Attheend of his hour. | 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that a | 
contrary concession has been already made. The || 


Mr. HOUSTON. Iam willing, as he has acted | 
| | 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the gen- | 


allow that length of time. | 


ifteen minutes will be | 
allowed by consent of the committee. 


| 


| that point, which is clear and explicit. He says: 





| northern States particularly, in which we set forth what we 


| and urged that steps be taken to induce persons from the 
|| North, who were opposed to slavery, to go there, and pre- 
| vent its introduction, if possible. 


| persons induced to go to Kansas, who would make that their | 


| session of Congress, in answer to a question propounded to 


| been expected that a counter movement would 


|| (Page 3 of Report.) 


I have not time to | 


l _ Certain it is, that upon the great | 
measure involving the important consequences to || 
which I have referred, those who are notof usor | 
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Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
raped. I have not time. 
lr. FOLEY. I wish to ask the gentleman if | 
Mr. Buchanan is the Democratic party? 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I think he is the || 
chief head and front of the great Democratic par- | 


ty; and if the gentleman is a Democrat, he must | 


Mr. FOLEY. I only ask for information, || 


whether he is the Democratic party? 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I say he is the great 
head of the Democratic party. | 
| 


I cannot be inter- | 


Mr. BOWIE. The embodiment. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Yes, the embodi- 
ment; and as the head is the great controlling 
ae of the general physical system, so the 

resident is the head of the great Democratic 
body, and is united to that great party to carry || 
out a measure which they deem essential to their | 
success. 

But I was going on with the view of calling the 1 
attention of the committee to the acts of Congress || 
for the last two or three years; but I have been 
so interrupted that I must do it briefly. I first | 
invite attention to the condition of things after 
the Kansas-Nebraska bill was passed. Imme- || 
diately after that act was passed, a combination || 
was formed in this city, chiefly of menibers of 
Congress, of which Mr. Geoltich, of Massa- | 
chusetts, was president, for the purpose of pre- || 
venting slavery from going into Kansas. And 
here I refer to the testimony of Mr. Mace upon 


*Tmmediately after the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska 
act, I, together with a number of others who were mem- | 
bers of Congress and Senators, believing that the tendency | 
of that act would be to make Kansas a slave State, in or- 
der to prevent it, formed an association here in Washing- 
ton, called, if I recollect aright, ‘the Kansas Aid Society.’ 
[do not remember all who became members of that society ; | | 
but quite a number of members who were opposed to slavery | 
in Kansas, of the lower House, and also of the Senate, be- || 
came members of it, and sulfscribed various sums of money. 
I think I subscribed either fifty or one hundred dollars—I 
am not now prepared to say which. 

** We issued a circular to the people of the country, of the || 


believed were the dangers of making Kansas a slave State, 


We sent a great many 
circulars to various parts of the United States with that 
object, and also communications of various kinds. I do not 
now remember what they were. The object was, to have 


home, and who would at all elections vote against the in- | 
stitution of slavery.”? * - , _ ** The leading | 
primary object of the association was to prevent the intro- 
duction of slavery into Kansas, as I stated during the short 


me by yourself, I believe. We believed that, unless vigorous | 
steps of that kind were taken, Kansas would becomea slave 
State. I do not remember the caption of the subscription 
paper. [ think no other object was mentioned or specified, 
except the prevention of slavery in Kansas. I think that 
was the sole object of the movement.”’ 


The purpose is clear and manifest; and it fully 





| appears from the evidence adopted in the Kansas 
| report that such was the universal impression in 
| Missouri. 


In this state of things, it was naturally to have 


have been made. Accordingly a society was 
formed in Missouri, the pounaed abies of which 
was to resist the aggressive movements of the free 
States, and make Kansas a slaveholding State. 
When was this society formed ? The Kansas in- 
vestigating committee says, about October, 1854. 
It says: 

** About the same time, and before any election was or 
could be held in the Territory, a secret political society was 
formed in the State of Missouri.”’ 

What was the object? Mr. John Scott, espe- 
cially referred to and relied upon by the commit- 
tee, deposes as follows: 

“*T was present at the electiun of March 30, 1855, in Burr 
Oak precinct, in the Territory. | saw many Missourians 
there. There had been a good deal of talk about the settle- 
ment of Kansas, and the interference of eastern people in 


| the settlement of that Territory, since the passage of the 


Kansas-Nebraska bill. It was but a short time after the 


| passage of that act that we learned through the papers about 
| the forming of a society in the East for the purpose of pro- 


moting the settlement of Kansas Territory, with the view 
of making it a free State. Missouri being a slave State, and 
believing that an effort of that kind, if successful, would in- 
jure her citizens in the enjoyment of their slave property, 
they were indignant, and determined to use all the means | 
in their power to counteract the efforts of eastern people 
upon that subject.”’ 


And again: 


“I do not think I would have suggested to any one in 


| Missouri the forming of societies in Missouri, but for these 
' eastern societies ; and they were formed as but a means of 


ee 


__1878 


ee 








self-defense, and to counteract the effect of these eastern 
societies ; and I think itis the general expression, and [ 
know it is the ardent hope, of every man in Missouri, that 
Uhave heard express himself, that if the North would cease 
operating by these societies, Missouri would cease to use 


those she has established.” 


Here, then, are the movements on the one side 
and on the other, and they speak for themselves. 
Is it not clear that the Missourians acted in self- 
defense ? 

But that is not all. Even before the e of 
the Kansas-Nebraska bill, the Legislature of the 
great Commonwealth of Massaéhusetts incorpo- 
rated a Awan for a like object. 

Mr. DAWES. This statement has been made 
upon this floor so many times, and I have sought 
anopportunity to contradict it so many times, that 
the courtesy of the gentleman, I know, will per- 
mit me to say, that when the gentleman from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Quirman,] the other day, in 
justification of the course pursued by the Missou- 
rians, stated that before the passage of the Kan-, 
sas-Nebraska bill—— 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I hope the gentle- 
man will excuse me. time is quite limited. 

Mr. DAWES. I will be very brief. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. ut then I cannot 
spare time. I will yield if I get the liberty of ex- 
tending my remarks. Will the Chair take the 
sense of the committee? 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the committee agree 
that the gentleman from Virginia shall have his 
time extended to the extent of these interrup- 
tions? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I have here the 
testimony on the subject. It is to be found on 
page 873 of the Kansas report. 

Mr. DAWES. Will the gentleman let me 


say—— 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I certainly would 
be glad, if I had the chance, to accord to the gen- 
tleman what he wishes. Let the committee give 
me fifteen minutes for this colloquy. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to any addition of 
time. 

Mr. CLEMENS. 1 appeal to my colleague to 
allow the gentleman from Massachusetts to finish 


| his sentence. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Very well. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Chairman, it has been so 
often declared here, in justification of the pro- 
ceedings in Missouri, that before the passage of the 
Kansas-Nebraska act, the Legislature of Massa- 


| clusetts incorporated a company with a capital 
| of $5,000,000 ** for the purpose of sending emi- 


grants into Kansas, with a view, not of becoming 


| citizens, but of shaping and controlling its insti- 
| tutions, and defeating the law,’’ as was said the 
| other day by the gentleman from Mississippi, 


{[Mr. Barkspace,] of which company it was said 
by his colleague, [Mr. Sincieron,|that Mr. Mace 
acknowledged himself to be president, and it is 
now repeated by the gentleman from Virginia, 
that I know he will permit me to set him right. 
It is true the gentleman has an act of the Massa- 
chusetts Legislature before him, but I want to tell 
him that nothing was ever done under that act. 
There was never an organization under it. There 
_ was never a president of the company, nor any 
other officer, nora dollar raised under it. And 
nothing was done by Massachusetts before the 
passage of the Kansas-Nebraska act, which, by 
any one, can be construed as has been charged. 
One word more. ‘To show the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. Barxspaxe] that the object of 
the act, which I have said existed only on paper, 
could not have been that of ** defeating the law,’’ 
| let me tell him that several of the persons named 


in that act as corperators, were at the time, and 


have ever been, Kansas-Nebraska Democrats, and 
have basked in the sunshine of royal favor from 
that hour to this; and some of them represented the 
Massachusetts Democracy ih the Cincinnati con- 
vention. It is but just to those men to say, how- 
ever, that they are, notwithstanding all this, men 
of high and honorable character. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. That is enough. 
That is an argument. ow, Mr. Chairman and 
gentlemen of the committee, the gentleman [Mr. 

awes]} isa Massachusetts man; but he is not 
acquainted with the legislation of his own Stite. 
He is alluding to the act of April, 1854. I know 
that, according to the evidence of Mr. Lawrence, 
| there was no action had under the act of April, 
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1855. There was a company formed on the 24th 


1854. But I speak of the act of February 21, 


July, 1854; and it was organized and went into 


operation under the act of February 21, 1855. | 


Mr. Webb, who was secretary of the Emigrant 


Aid Company, in forwarding information to that | 


company on August ]4, 1854, says on that sub- 
ject: 


‘No pledges are required from those who go; but, as our | 


vrinciples are known, we trust those who differ Jrom us will 
be honest enough ta,take some other course.”’ 

Nor is that all. Mr. Amos A. Lawrence, in 
his testimony, (page 879 of the Report,) says that, 
while entire y disclaiming on the part of the com- 


pany any improper interference in the internal af- | 


fairs of the Territory of Kansas, or any design to 
control its political or social condition, they had 
always hoped and expected that the emigrants 
who went out under its auspices would favor the 
establishment of free institutions. 

That is notall. He goes on and says: 


“It determines in the right way the institutions of the | 


unsettled Territories, in less time than the discussion of 
them has required in Congress.”’ 

Nor is that all. This company, which did not 
interfere with the question of slavery, which was 
simply an emigrant aid society, lays it down in 
these broad terms: 

** And further, whenever the Territory shall be organized 
as afree State, the trustees shall dispose of all its interests 
there, replace by the sales the money laid out, declare a div 


idend to the stockholders, and that they then select a new | 


ficld, and make similar arrangements for the settlement and 
organization of another free State of this Union.”’ 

In the face of these revelations, in the face of 
these plans and purposes, the gentleman [ Mr. 
Dawes] dares to get up, and, in the face of God 
and the country, say that this emigrant aid society 
was organized without any reference to ulterior 
objects. I say to him and every man, I do not 
care what may be his political relations, that here 
was the inauguration of amovement fraught with 
the most fell purposes, and the necessary results 
of which were to work destruction on the most 
gloriously organized political power that the world 
has ever seen. I say, then, on this point, away 
with the frivolous objection that these were but 
emigrant aid associations. 

Here, then, Mr. Chairman, is the point—and I 
desire to impress it on the mind of every person— 
that this hostile and aggressive movement on the 
great laws of settlement and emigration; this agi- 
tation this excitement, this war upon the peace 
and repose of the country, originated in this 
Hail, in Massachusetts, and elsewhere; in the 
free States, not in the slave States. 

Mr. DAWES. The gentleman does not under- 
stand 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I cannot yield. I 
refer again to this celebrated Report, page 3. I 
do not treat this reportas my Bible; for I tell you 
that a clear analysis of it shows that it is not en- 
tiled to any ef the sacred character of that book. 
But here is what the report says: 

* About the same time, to wit, October, 1854, and before 
an election was or could be held in the Territory, a secret 
political society was formed in the State of Missouri.’’ 

Not till October, 1854, did the Missourians— 
the much-abused and vilified border ruffians, as 
they are scornfully called —take any action. That 

vas subsequently to the movement here—after 
the movement in Massachusetts, and when the 
emigrants were pouring into that Territory and 
indulgingin vituperations upon the institutions of 
the State of Missouri. Then it was—according 
to the report of the majority—that the Missou- 
rians awakened to their condition, and began an 











institutions of slavery within the limits of Missouri. These 


apprehensions increased, and spread with the progress of 
events, until they became the settled conviction of the peo- 
ple of that portion of the State most exposed to the danger by 
their proximity to the Kansas border. The natural conse- 
quence was, that immediate steps were taken by the people 
of the western counties of Missouri to stimulate, organize, 


and carry into effect asystem of emigration similar to that of || 


the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company, for the avowed 
purpose of counteracting the effects, and protecting them 
selves and their domestic institutions from the consequences 
of that company’s operations.’’ 

As far as he has spoken, he is the accredited | 
witness of both parties. 

Mr. STANTON. _I beg your pardon. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is it not so? 

Mr. STANTON. 
ized to speak for us. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


I understand very 
well how the matter stands. 


Is he not promised 


by the New York Tribune, and by Mr. Sewarp, | 


the great leader of the Republican party, that he 
shall have a fair participation in the honors of 
the party? 

Under the Kansas act, A. H. Reeder, of Penn- 
sylvania, was appointed Governor, and was con- 
firmed by the Senate on the 29th day of June, 
1854. 


No, sir. He is not author- || 









“In private conversation with those ; 
| expressed their determination to resist the lave a alwars 
| the officers and posse should not enforce the laws Th 
said they had a new code of laws called Sharpe’s s hey 
Statutes, and they were going to use them in preferena. = 
any others. It was a common remark, that they woul ‘ € to 
| Sharpe’s Revised Statutes in preference to any oth» tse 
|” . ne * *T often expostulated with Lane Ret 
| inson, and others, both publicly and privately, as - wt 
| course, and addressed the meeting at Bianton’s Brid their 
| Opposition to their course. They said they would renee in 
laws, regardless of consequences.” ist the 


The free-State men held their first genera] Meet 
ing with a view toa State government on the Lith 
of August, 1855. The following preamble and 
| resolution were there passed: 


‘* Whereas, the people of Kansas have been since its se 

| tlement, and now are, without any law-making aio, 
Therefore be it , 

‘* Resolved, That we, the people of Kansas Territory 

mass meeting assembled, irrespective of party distinction, 
influenced by common necessity, and greatly desirous ,> 
|| promoting the common good, do hereby call upon anq ‘9 
| quest all bona fide citizens of Kansas Territory, of whateyo, 
| political views or predilections, to consult together jn their 
respective election districts, and, in mass convention or 
otherwise, elect three delegates for each representative 1) 
which said election district is entitled in the House of Rp 

| resentatives of the Legislative Assembly, by proclamation 
| of Governor Reeder of date 10th of March, 1855; saiq del. 
| egates to assemble in convention, at the town of Topeka, 





He did not reach the Territory until October, 
1854. On the 10th day of November he issued his 
proclamation announcing that an election would 


be held on the 29th of November, 1854, for Del- | 
At thatelection J. W. Whit- | 


egate to Congress. 
field received 2,258 votes, and all others 575 votes. 
In the executive journal of the Territory will be 


| found the following entry: 


*© December 5, 1854.—On examining and collating the re- 


| turns, J. W. Whitfield is declared by the Governor to be 


duly elected Delegate to the House of Representatives of 
the United States, and the same day the certificate of the 


| Governor, under the seal of the Territory, issued to said J. 


W. Whitfield of his election.”’ 


It nowhere appears that General Whitfield’s | 


right to a seat by virtue of that election was ever 
contested. 
Yet, says Mr. Dovetas, in his report: 


‘*No sooner was the result of the election known, than 
the defeated party proclaimed throughout the length and 
breadth of the Republic that it had been produced by the 
invasion of the Territory by a Missouri mob, which had 
overawed, and outnumbered, and outvoted, the bona fide 
settlers of the Territory.” 


On the 8th March, 1855, the Governor issued | 
his proclamation for the election of a Territorial | 
| Legislature on the 30th of March thereafter. The | 
pro-slavery party prevailed, and instantly the ery | 


of invasion was again raised. The Kansas com- 
mittee, in their Report, page 10, say: 
“ The details of this invasion form the mass of the testi- 


mony taken by your committee, and is so voluminous that || 


we can here state but the leading facts elicited.’ 


The testimony referred to established on the 
part of the free-State men two resolves: 


1. Not to be governed by the laws to be enacted | 


by the Legislature just elected. 

Dr. Wood testifies as to the determination of 
the Lawrence association, of which he was a 
member, as follows: 

“They said there was no law in the Territory; that the 


organic act was unconstitutional, made so by the repeal of | 


the Missouri compromise ; and that they intended to form 
an association, and make and enforce their own laws, ir- 
respective of the laws of Congress, until there could be a 
change in Congress, by which the Missouri compromise 
could be restored, and the organic act set aside.”’ * * 


| * When the Legislature was about to be elected, they held 
| a meeting, and brought out their candidates. After the Le- 


gislature was elected, and before they met, there were sev- 
eral meetings held in Lawrence, and at these meetings they 
pissed resolutions declaring they would submit to no laws 
passed by the Legislature.” * 2 = SSaey 


|| resolved not to obey the laws that would be passed by the 


organization for their own protection and safety. | 


‘Then how stands the question at this period in 
regard to this subject? Whois the father of this 
mischief and agitation? The Missourians? No. 


it is those who originated the movement here to | 


defeat the free settlement of the questions involved 
in the Kansas-Nebraska act. 

But what says Mr. Dovexas on this subject? 
I quote Mr. Doveras because we have indorsed 
him once, and he is now indorsed on the other 
side. [Cries of ** No, no!’*] He says: 

*¢ When the emigrants sent out by the Massachusetts Em- 


igrant Aid Company, and their affiliated societies, passed | 


through the State of Missouri in large numbers on their 
way to Kansas, the violence of their language, and the un- 
mistakable indications of their determined hostility to the 
domestic institutions of that State, created apprehensions 
that the object of the company was to abolitionize Kansas 
as @ means of prosecuting a relentless warfare upon the 


Legislature, and only obey their own provisional laws, un- 
til they could form a provisional government for the Terri- 


| tory. 


“The first general meeting while the Legislature was in 
session, was held in Lawrence in July or August, 1855. Be- 
fore that time their meetings had been of the association ; 
but this was the first general meeting; this was the first 
meeting at which [ recollect hearing Colonel Lane take 
ground in opposition to the laws that the Legislature, then 


| in session, should pass. All the public speakers that I heard 


there said they did not intend to obey the laws that should 


| be passed, but intended to form a provisional government 


for themselves.”’ 
2. To resist the laws that were passed. Upon 


this point Mr. Wood testifies as follows: 


« After the Legislature adjourned, the first meeting at 


| which { heard any declarations with regard to the resist- 


ance of the laws was held at Blanton’s Bridge. Colonel 
Lane, Mr. Emery, and Mr. Jobn Hutchinson addressed the 
meeting, urging the people to resist the laws, let the conse- 
quences be what they might. 


on the 19th day of September, 1855, then and there to eon. 

| sider and determine upon all subjects of public interest, ang 
particularly upon that having reference to the speedy form. 
ation of a State constitetion, with an intention of ay in, 
mediate application to be admitted asa State intothe Union 
of the United States of America.” 


At the Topeka convention, an executive com. 
mittee was appointed, of which General James 
Lane was appointed chairman, who issued the 
| following proclamation: 


|| ** To the legal voters of Kansas: 

| ** Whereas, the territorial government, as now consti- 
| tuted for Kansas, has proved a failure ; squatter sovereignty, 
|| under its workings, a miserable delusion ; in proof of which 
|, it 1s Only necessary to refer to our past history and our 
| present deplorable condition. Our ballot-boxes have been 
| taken possession of by bands of armed men from foreign 
| States; our people forcibly driven therefrom ; persons at- 
| tempted to be foisted upon us as members of a so-called 
| Legislature, unacquainted with our wants, and hostile to 
our best interests, some of them never residents of our Ter- 
ritory, misnamed laws passed, and now attempted to be en- 
forced by the aid of citizens of foreign States, of the most 
| Oppressive, tyrannical, and insulting character ; the rightof 
| suffrage taken from us; debarred from the privilege ofa 
voice in the election of even the most insignificant officers ; 
| the right of free speech stifled, the muzzling of the press 
attempted: and whereas, longer forbearance with such 
oppression and tyranny has ceased to be a virtue: and 
whereas, the peoMe of this country have heretofore exer- 
cised the right of changing their form of government when 
it became oppressive, and have at all times conceded this 
right to the people in this and all other Governments: and 
whereas, a territorial form of government is unknown to 
the Constitution, and is the mere creature of necessity, 
awaiting the action of the people: and whereas, the de- 
basing character of the slavery which now involves us in- 
| pels to action, and leaves us, as the only legal and peaceful 
alternative, the immediate establishment of a State govern- 
ment: and whereas, the organic act fails in pointing out 
the course to be adopted in an emergency like ours: there- 
fore, you are requested to meet at your several precincts in 
said Territory hereinafter mentioned, on the secoud Turs- 
day of October next, it being the ninth day of said month, 
and then and there cast your ballots for members of a con- 
vention to meet at Topeka on the fourth Tuesday in Octo- 
ber next to form a constitution, adopt a bill of rights for the 
people of Kansas, and take all needful measures for organ 
izing a State government, preparatory to the admission of 
Kansas into the Union as a State.’’ 


| 
| 
| 
| 


While the Legislature was in session in July, 
1855, a memorial to the Senate and House of Rep- 
| resentatives was got up by the free-State party, 
| from which I will submit sundry extracts: 


‘One of the States of our Union, strong in weal, 
population, and resources, relying upon her accumulated 
strength of almost half a century, and taking advantage of 
our feeble infancy as a people, has invaded our soil, seized 
upon our rights, subjugated our Territory, and selected for 
us our rulers ; intending also to dictate our laws and make 
| us the slaves of their will. This may well seem an almost 
incredible thing in the nineteenth century, and in this re- 
publican Union, the peculiar and boasted land of liberty 
self-government; but the evidenee of it is as palpable and 
undeniable as the fact is bitter and mortifying to us and a> 
graceful to the public. : 

This invasion of our soil and usurpation of our righ's 
commenced in the first moment of calling these rights 19! 
action. The first ballot-box that was opened upon our eo 
soil was closed to us by overpowering numbers and impen® 
ing force. It became not what Americans have been pro® 
to designate it, the exponent of the people’s will, but 
converted into the sword of the oppressor to strike at ¢! . 
liberty. So bold and reckless were our invaders that — 
cared not to conceal their attack. They came upon el . 
in the guise of voters to steal away our franchise, but bo ’ 
_ and openly to snatch it with the strong hand. They i, 

_ directly from their own homes and in compact and orga : 
| ized bands, with arms in hand and provisions for the - 
| dition, marched to our polls, and when their work was _ 
\' returned whence they came. It is unnecessary to ¢? 
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> e s . . . 
into the details ; it is enouigh to say that in three districts, in 
nich, by the most irrefragable evidence, there were one 
pundred and fifty voters, most of whom refused to partici- 
vate in thismockery of the elective franchise, these invaders 
railed over a thousand votes.” = 
Pr On the 30th day of March last we were again invited to 
the ballot-box under the law, which we, in common with 
our fellow-citizens in the States, had, through your body, 
acted? * * ™* * The occasion came, and with 
> caine our invading and self-constituted masters in thou- 
ende,and with allthe paraphernalia of war. They came or- 
ganized in bands, with officers and arms and tents and pro- 
yisions and munitions of war, as though they were marching 
upon a foreign foe instead of their own unoffending felliow- 
aS eo In the morning they surround- 
ed the polls, armed with guns, bowie knives, and revolvers, 
and declared their determination to vote at all hazards and 
in spite of all consequences. ”? ° 7 Pe eee 
would be mere affectation in us to attempt to disguise the 
fact that the question of making Kansas a free or slave State 
js at the bottom of this movement, and that men who thus 
invade our soil and rob us of our liberties, are from the pro- 
slavery men of Missouri, who are unwilling to submit the 
question to the people of the Territory, and abide the com- 
pact between the North and the South which the Kansas- 
Nebraska bill contains.”’ * se * ° * With 
a feeble and scattered community first struggling into exist- 
ence, Without organization, and almost without shelter, we 
are powerless to resist an old, strong, and populous State, 
full of men and arms and resources ; and we therefore ap- 
peal to you, and through you to the people of the States. 





Remedy we have none.” * * 

« We make now this last appeal, not to the North, not to 
the South, nor to any political party, but to the represent- 
atives of the whole Union. We beg that no men will sport 


with our fearful condition by endeavoring to make political | 


capital or build up party at the expense of our civil and 
physical existence. We want the men of the North and 
the men of the South to protect us. Through yourselves, 
their representatives, We appeal to their honor, to their jus- 
tice, to their patriotism, to their sympathies ; not for favors, 
but for rights ; not for trivial rights, but for the dearest rights 
guarantied to us by the Declaration of Independence, by 
the Constitution of the Union, by the law of our organiza- 
tion, by the solemn compact of the States, and which you 
pledged to us as the condition of our coming here.’? 


Anelection for Delegate took place on the Ist 
October, 1855; ** but,’’ says the Kansas report, 
‘the free-State men took no part in this election, 
having made arrangements for holding an election 
on the 9th of the same month.”’ (Page 44.) Itis, 
however, alleged that the citizens of Missouri 
voted at this election also. But the committee 
adds: 

* Yourcommittee did not deem it necessary, in regard to 
this election, to enter into details, as it was manifest that, 
from there being but one candidate, (General Whitfield,) 
he must have received a majority of the votes cast. This 
election, therefore, depends, not upon the number or char- 
acter of the votes received, but upon the validity ofthe laws 
under which it was held. Sufficient testimony was taken 
to show that the voting of citizens of Missouri was prac- 
ted at this election, as at all former elections in the Terri- 
tory.”? 

It was on the 14th February, 1856, that A. H. 
Reeder presented his memorial contesting the 
right of J. W. Whitfield to a seat as Delegate 
from the Territory of Kansas. 

_ Here then had commenced the work of rebel- 
lion and revolution. Here was a determination 
to defeat, by every means in their power, the will 
of the dominant majority. We all know the ex- 
citement which sprung out of this question, and 
the violent struggle which ensued here. A Dem- 
ocrat, or one professing to be a Democrat, on that 
day, did the ungratefal work of offering a resolu- 
tion which was then the subject of a long and angry 
debate. It was on the 19th of February, 1856, 
that Mr. Hickman, of Pennsylvania, offered a res- 
ouuon to send for persons and papers. It does 
seem as if there were always Democrats at hand 
to perform the ungrateful task. He offered that 
resolution, and it was openly charged on the floor 
of the House that that election had been carried 
by violence and fraud. Bear in mind that this 
soemmred in February, 1856. The election of 
larch, 1855, had taken place, and other elections 
iad taken place, and grave charges of fraud at all 
: them were made. It was in view of these 
c wanes that Mr. Hickman made his motion and 
Submitted, in support of his application, an elabo- 
le report, (on the 5th March, 1856,) from which 
submit the following extract: 
y “The relative position of the contesting parties, and the 
ceed questions of fact, appear in the memorial of the 
lee nat, who denies the entire validity of the election 
? aoe which the sitting Delegate obtained the certificate 
he 1¢ Governor of the Territory. ‘This denial is based on 
inoaleged fact that the Legisiature which passed it was 
1 Hosed upon the people by a foreign invading force, who 
ee into the Territory at the election, and seized upon 
ea powers of government which Congress had provided for 
he Actual inhabitants ; which powers, it is said, have been 
— and exercised ever since by these strangers to the soil, 
er no other title than that of a strong hand and superior 


Tenkertso to the entire subjugation of the people of the 
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After making a long extract from Governor | 


Reeder’s statement, the report proceeds: 


‘© These are startling allegations: and when the contest- 
ant offers to prove their truth, your committee sbrink from 
the deep and solemn responsibility of declining to allow him 


the opportunity to do so, or of casting the least obstacle in |} 
When facts are proclaimed to exist, striking at | 
the very root of our institutions, and tending to the total | 


his way. 


subversion of republicanism, it is no time to be dredging 
among technicalities or abstractions, for the material out of 
which to construct equivocal objections.”’ 


Dunn’s resolutions finally superseded that rec- | 


ommended by the election committee, and on the 
19th March, 1856, passed the House. 

Why were certain gentlemen then so hostile to 
looking into frauds? Upon every vote, steady as 
veteran soldiers, they struggled on. 

How were these lanahe met? 

Without dwelling at length upon all the evi- 
dence that might be brought to the work of demon- 
stration, I will call attention to Judge Dovetas’s 
celebrated report of March 12, 1856. Nearly a 
year had elapsed; every development that could 
be made touching the prior elections had taken 
place. 
whole subject with a giant’s pen. I will give a few 
extracts as apposite to my present views. First, 


as to the immediate parties to the struggle in || 


Kansas: 
* The material difference in the character of the two rival 


| and conflicting movements consists in the fact that the one 


had its origin in an aggressive, and the other in a defensive 
policy. The one was organized in pursuance of the pro- 
visions and claiming to act under the authority of a legisla- 
tive enactment of a distant State, whose internal prosperity 
and domestic security did not depend upon the success of 
the movement; while the other was the spontaneous action 
of the people living in the immediate vicinity of the theater 


of operations, excited, by a sense of common danger, to the | 


necessity of protecting their own firesides from the appre- 
hended horrors of servile insurrection and intestine war. 
Both parties, conceiving it to be essential to the success of 


their respective plans that they should be upon the field of | 
operations prior to the first election in the Territory, selected || 
principally young men—persons unincumbered by families, || 


and whose conditions in life enabled them to leave at a mo- 
ment’s warning, and move with great celerity, to go at once, 
and select and occupy the most eligible sites and favored 
locations in the Territory, to be held by themselves and their 
associates who should follow them. For the successful pros- 
ecution of such a scheme, the Missourians, who lived in the 
immediate vicinity, possessed peculiar advantages over 
their rivals from the more remote portions of the Union. 


Each family could send one of its members across the line | 
to mark out his claim, erect a cabin, and put in a small | 


crop, sufficient to give bim as valid a right to be deemed an 
actual settler and quatified voter as those who were being 
imported by an emigrant aid society.”’ 


‘* In tracing,’’ says the Senator, ‘‘ step by step, 


_ the origin and history of these Kansas difficul- 


ties,’’ he adds: 
*¢ Combinations in one section of the Union to stimulate 


| an unnatural and false system of emigration, with the view 
of controlling the elections, and forcing the domestic insti- 


tutions of the Territory to assimilate to those of the non- 


slaveholding States, were followed, as might have been fore- | 


seen, by the use of similar means in the slaveholding States, 
to produce directly the opposite result. ‘To these causes, 
and to these alone, in the opinion of your committee, may 


| be traced the origin and progress of all the controversies and 
| disturbances with which Kansas is now convulsed. 


**If these unfortunate troubles have resulted as natural 


consequences from unauthorized and improper schemes of | 
foreign interference with the internal affairs and domestic | 


concerns of the Territory, it is apparent that the remedy 
must be sought in a strict adherence to the principles, and 
rigid enforcement of the provisions, of the organic law. In 
this connection your committee feel sincere satisfaction in 
commending the messages and proclamation of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, in which we have the gratifying 


| assurance that the supremacy of the laws will be maintained; 


that rebellion will be crushed ; that insurrection will be sup- 
pressed ; that aggressive intrus)on for the purpose of decid- 


| ing elections, or any other ourpose, will be repelled; that 


unauthorized intermeddling in the local concerns of the Ter- 
ritory, both from adjoining and distant States, will be pre- 
vented ; that the Federal and local laws will be vindicated 
against all attempts of organized resistance ; and that the 


people of the Territory will be protected in the establish- | 


ment of their own institutions, undisturbed by encroach- 
ments from without, and in the full enjoyment of the rights 


of self-government assured to them by the Constitution and | 


the organic law. ‘ 
“In view of these assurances, given under the convic- 
tion that the existing laws confer aj] the authority neces- 


erted to the extent required for their performance, your com- 


mittee repose in entire confidence that peace and security 1 


and law will prevail in Kansas. If any further evidence 
were necessary to prove that all the collisions and difficul- 
ties in Kansas have been produced by the schemes of for- 
eign interference which have been developed in this report, 
in violation of the principles and in evasion of the provis- 
ions of the Kansas-Nebraska act, it may be found in the 
fact that, in Nebraska, to which the emigrant aid societies 
did not extend their operations, and into which the stream 
of emigration was permitted to flow in its usual and natural 
channels, nothing has occurred to disturb the peace and har- 
mony of the Territory, while the principle of self-govern- 


GLOBE. _ 


| truth of any one fact which the report contains ! 


In that report, the Senator rewews the | 








| inquiries, a question of the gravest character. 











ment, in obedience to the Constitution, has had fair play, 
| and is quietly working out its legitimate results.” 


Nor is this all. The Senator largely partici- 


yew in the debates upon his report, from which 


desire to submit several extracts. 

In the 32d volume, part Ist, page 639, of the 
Congressional Globe, he says, on the day his 
report was submitted, in reply to Senator Sum- 
NER: 

“The Senator says he wishes emphatically to repel the 
assaults which he thinks the report makes on the emigrant 
aid society. What am I to understand by his denunciation 
of the report? He certainly does not intend to deny the 


C What, 
then, is he going to deny? Why this emphatic denuncia- 


| tion, when there is not a fact stated in the report which he 


does not know to be true, and which I will not prove to be 
true by official documents signed by the officers of the aid 


| society itself? By his emphatic denial is the country to un- 


derstand that he intends to disprove the facts ? He knows 
the time will never come when he will controvert the truth 


| of any one fact which is stated in our report with regard to 


the emigrant aid society? Whether their action is laudable 
or treasonable is another question ; but that the charter is 
truthfully set forth, that its objects and aims are copied from 
its own official proceedings, and that every statement of a 
fact is truly made, cannot be controverted.This he knows 
as well as I do. Ido not intend to allow denials of the truth 
of facts to be interposed to screen men from the conse- 
quences of their action, when that action is avowed and 
susceptible of proof; hence the Senator’s denial cannot be 
interposed. Itis a denial of facts which he knows to be 
true ; itis a denial of facts which shall not be controverted. 
If, instead of denying, he proposed to justify them, [ would 
willingly hear him; but he cannot be permitted to deny 
them. Our statements are based on the records of the 
legislative proceedings of the Senator’s own State, and on 
documents attested by the signatures of the officers of the 


| emigrant aid society. The facts shall not be denied. When 
| he comes to offer his apologies, or his excuses. or his justi- 
|, fieation for them, I shall be glad to hear anything which he 


may bring forward in vindication of the enormity of their 
conduct; but let him not make broad denials unsustained 


| by proof. 


‘* The Senator says that we begin our game with ‘ loaded 
dice.’ I understand that to be agambler’s phrase. He may 
be able to explain it; certainly it wili require explanation 
before the majority of the Senate will be able to understand 
it. If he means that he is prepared to go to the country to 
justify treason and rebellion, let him go; and I trust he will 
meet the fate which the law assigns to such conduct. If 
he means that the hopes of his party are to produce a col- 
lision in Kansas, in which blood may be shed, that he may 
traffic in the blood of his own fellow-citizens for political 
purposes, he will soon discover how much he will make by 
that course. We understand that this is a movement for 
the purpose of producing a collision, with the hope that 
civil war may be the result if blood shall be shed in Kansas. 
Sir, we are ready to meet that issue. We stand upon the 
Constitution and the laws of the land. Our position is, the 
maintenance of the supremacy of the laws, and the putting 
down of violence, fraud, treason, and rebellion against the 
Government. 

‘‘ The Senator stakes himself on the minority report. I 
say that report justifies foreign interference in Kansas ; 
while the majority report denies the right of foreign inter- 


| ference. Taking that minority report, I can justify, under 
| its principles, every act that has been done in regard to Kan- 
| sas, either by persons from Massachusetts or from Missouri. 
| The majority report denies the right of any man to violate 


the law, and to pervert the principles of the Kansas-Ne- 
braska act, whether he comes from the Northor the South. 
The minority report advocates foreign interference; we 
advocate self-government and non-interference. We are 
ready to meet the issue ; and there will be no dodging. We 
intend to meet it boldly ; to require submission to the laws 
and to the constituted authorities; to reduce to subjection 
those who resist them, and to punish rebellion and treason. 
I am glad that a defiant spirit is exhibited here; we accept 
the issue. 

**T will say no more now. At an early day I shall take 
occasion to express my opinions on the whole question, if 


| my health and strength and voice will permit; and I shall 


hold myself responsible to vindicate every position assumed 
in the majority report.’’ 


Mr. Harris, then and now a member of this 
House, on the 13th of March, 1856, made a 
speech on Kansas affairs, from which I propose 
to submit a few extracts: 

** We have here presented, at the very threshold of our 


Can this 
House, in the exercise of its constitutional right of determ- 


| ining the election and qualification of its members, go be 


hind the law of their election, and question the right by 
which the members of the Territorial islature held their 
seats? I deny the power of this House to do it; and were 


|| I, for the sake of argument, to admit the power, I hold that 
|| there is no reason why it should be intrusted to this Com- 
| mittee of Elections.”’ * * * * * 

sary to the performance of these important duties, and that || 
the whole available force of the United States will be ex- | 


* But, sir, | am opposed to the resolution of the commit- 
tee for another reason. I have no sort of confidence in the 
committee that desires to make the investigation. I should 
have no more confidence in the report which they would 
make than I have in the one they have already presented. 
Upon the ordinary subjects of legislation I would regard the 
investigation of a committee of this House with much re- 
spect; but upon an exciting political question, where a 
committee has been formed by you with two thirds of its 
members of the Black Republican stripe, who have been 
thrown in here themselves by the crazy current of anti- 
Kansasism, with the black flag of Abolitionism in their 
hands, I should have no more regard than for the babble of 
amaniac. The country would have no confidence in such 
areport. It is a ofie-sided committee, prejudiced upon one 
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’ >on, ea eee | 
ide—without, perhaps, being aware of it—and from them j 


otbing could be expect d but a one-sided report.” : 


“J then say that this whole movement was instigated, | 
and has been prosecuted, with the objects of shaping the 
institutions of Kansas, and ultimately those of Missouri, and 
in keeping up @ political excitement in the ‘country, by | 
which certain political leaders hoped to be advanced, and 
aiso to use thatexcitementin turning 10 good advantage the 
‘almighty dollar.’ ” 


In what has been extracted, it has been my 
purpose to show the positions taken by bot 
parties, and have left it to be shown on the Dem- 
ocratic side by gentlemen then conspicuous in the 
Democratic party. 

Has the Black Republican party reformed? Let 
us see. I have not Governor Geary’s corres- 
ore at hand; but I find one extract, which 

cut from Mr. Suerman’s speech, delivered on 
the 28th January last. He says: 

** Governor Geary, in his letter to the President, of No- 
* vember 22, 1856, says: 

*** When I arrived here the entire Territory was declared 
by the acting Governor to be in a state of insurrection; the 
civil authority was powerless, and so complicated by par- 
tisan affiliations, as to be without capacity to vindicate the 
majesty of the law, and restore the broken peace.’ ” 

On the 30th March, 1857, Robert J. Walker 
was appointed Governor of Kansas; and on the 
31st of the same month Frederick P. Stanton was 
appointed Secretary of the Territory. Governor 

alker did not immediately repair to his post. 
The Secretary of the Territory, announcing his 
arrival and the assumption of his duties as acting 
Governor, under date of the 17th April, 1857, 
says: 

“It affords me great satisfaction to advise you that, so 
far as I have yet learned, the people of the Territory are en- 
tirely peaceable and quiet, and exhibit every disposition to 
remain s0.’’ 

Governor Walker, having reached Kansas in 
May 1857, assumed the duties of his office. In 
his letter of July 15th, giving an account of the 
state of the Territory, he says: 

* Although still suffering from debility, as the result of | 
my illness, I considered the crisis so alarming as to require 
my immediate presence at Lawrence, where I proceeded in 
company with Mr. Secretary Stanton, and atter spending 
several hours there, ascertained to my entire satisfaction 
that all the facts communicated to me were true, and that 
this movement at Lawrence was the beginning of a plan, 
originating in that city, to organize insurrection throughout 
the Territory; and especiaily in all towns, cities, or coun- 
ties, where the Republican party have a majority. aawrence 
is the hot-bed of all the abolition movements in this Terri- 
tory. Itis the town established by the abolition societies 
of the East, and whilst there are respectable people there, 
it is filled by a considerable number of mercenaries, who 
are paid by abolition societies to perpetuate and diffuse agi- 
tation throughout Kansas, and prevent a peaceful settlement 
of this question, Having failed in inducing their own so- 
called Topeka State Legislature to organize this insurrec- 
tion, Lawrence has commenced it herself, and, if not ar- 
rested, the rebellion will extend throughout the Territory.” 

He then calls for troops, and a regiment being 
placed at his command, he proceeds: 


“The regiment will be commanded by Colonel Cooke, 
who will act in obedience to my orders. I shall encamp in 


a reinforcementto the already large body of troops 


i} - . 
|| in the Territory: 


in the enrollment and drilling of their troops, and in open 
threats for the use of the insurgent forces at the October 
election. Menaces, indeed, have been made in the most 


public manner, to drive the constitutional convention by || jointed in action, agreed in the 


force in September next from Lecompton. Under these cir- 
cumstances, it becomes my duty to renew my request, so 
often made, that two thousand regular troops, chicfly 


mounted men, should be sent immediately into Kansas, to- | 


gether with two batteries.” 


Again, in his letter of August 3, 1857, he urges |, 
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{I 
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j 
i} 
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iis 
‘* The spirit of insurrection, of resistance to the laws,and || In reference to slavery to the vote o 


| to the territorial government, still pervades Kansas, and || which, it was provided, should be tak 
manifests itself in their newspapers, in violent harangues, |! 9)st of December following. 


i 


| 


| 





March 26. 
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= 
tion was held, and the delegates dul is 
On the 7th of November, 1857, the conven: 
completed its labors, submitting only the claus. 
the peopie, 
€M On the 





Thus every branch of the Federal Governmen: 
and every party in the Territory, although dis. 
: : i remedy for 1), 
acification of Kansas, to wit, admission into th 
ederal Union. ; 
Allow me to remark that both constitutions had 
been formed in peace. Both parties had held th,., 


|| It was declared in debate there to be vitiated by 
| fraud and forgery; and, sir, the honorable Sena- 


| even though the population of the Territory might 


the immediate vicinage of Lawrence, and in a manner con- | 


formably to the law wel pet cows, by military force, if ne- 
cessary, this most wicked rebellion. 


*‘In order to send this communication immediately by | 


mail, | must close by assuring you that the spirit of rebellion 


pervades the great mass of the Republican party of this Ter- | 


ritory, instigated, as I entertain no doubt they are, by east- 
ern societies, having in view results most disastrous to the 
Governmentand to the Union ; and that the continued pres- 
ence of General Harmey here is indispensable, as originally 
stipulated by me, with a large body of dragoons and several 
batteries.”’ 


In his proclamation of the same date, after | 
making most earnest appeals, he says: 


* A rebellion so iniquitous, and necessarily involving such || 


awful consequences, has never before disgraced any age or | 
country. 

** Permit me to call your attention, as still claiming to be 
citizens of the United States, to the results of your revolu- 
tionary proceedings. You are inaugurating rebellion and | 
revolution; you are disregarding the laws of Congress and 
of the territorial government, and defying their authority ; 
you are conspiring to overthrow the government of the Uni 
ted States in this Territory. Your purpose, if carried into 
effect in the mode designated by you, by putting your laws 


forcibly into execution, Would involve you in the guilt and 
crime of treason.”’ 


Governor Walker, in his letter to the Secretary 


of State, of July 20, 1857, says: 


* There is imminent danger, unless the territorial govern- 
ment is sustained by a large body of the troops of the Uni- 
ted States, that, for all practical purposes; it will be over- 
threwn or reduced to a condition of absolute imbecility. I 
ani constrained, therefore, to inform you that, with a view 
to sustain the authority of the United States ia this Terri- | 
tory, it is indispensably necessary that we should have im- 

j 





mediately stationed at Fort Leavenworth at least two thou- 
sand regular troopa, and that General Harney should be re - 
tained in command.”’ 


| mitting the question of a convention to the 


\| 


I have thus elaborately shown who was to be || preliminary elections without interference | They. 
blamed forall the troubles in Kansas. Now, sir, || ¥85 20 contest; no strugpies no collision; and |; 
what was the remedy, as openly avowed by all | M@Y be fairly inferred, in theabsence of all Motive, 
parties? A convention, a constitution, and ad- | there was no fraud. , 
mission into the Union asa sovereign State. Ac- || , Both constitutions are now before this H 
cordingly, on the 15th August, 1855, a general || the Topeka constitution, framed by the convey. 
meeting was held by the free-State men, which || Hon called for that purpose, and the Lecomptoy 
initiated the movement which became general || CMStitution, framed by the convention also as. 

‘throughout the Territory. The delegates thus || 8embled for that purpose; and both very similg; 
elected met at Topeka on the 19th day of Septem- || 1” their organization, == 
ber, 1895, and resolved upon a convention; and | Was the aOpeks constitution the emanation of 
fixed upon the second Tuesday of October to hold | legal authority? and does it represent the votin: 
an election for delegates to a convention to be held | population, as recognized by the laws of the Ter. 
at Topeka on the fourth Tuesday (23d) of Octo- || Tory: I quote from Judge Doveras’s repor, 
ber. The convention met, drafted a constitution, He says, speaking of the Topeka movement: 
which was submitted to the people on the 15th ce ae rn eee re 
day of December, 1855, and ado ted by a vote | be found in the fact that it nis the movement of a politi 

of only seventeen hundred and thirty-one, and || party, instead of the whole body of the people of Kanes. 
ordered an election for State officers to be held on || conducted without the sanction of law, and in defiance 0 
the 15th January, 1856. The Legislature then || the constituted authorities, for the avowed purpose of ove; 

' elected, besides various other matters, elected oat the territorial government established by Co, 
United States Senators, to one of whom, General Fae f 
J. H. Lane, was assigned the duty of presenting He further says, page 33: 

| the new constitution and the memorial asking for || _ “ Your committee have made these voluminons extracts 
admission into the Union. It was presented to from the best authenticated reports which they have le 

the Senate, I think, on the 7th of April, 1856. 


Ouse: 


able to obtain of the proceedings of the convention, for t\y 
purpose of showing that it was distinctly understood on a) 
sides that the adoption of the proposition for oyganizing | 
State government before the assent of Congress for the ad 
mission of the State should be obtained, was a decision jy 
favor of repudiating the laws, and overthrowing the terri 
torial government in defiance of the authority of Congress 
By this decision, as incorporated into the schedule to the 
constitution, the vote on the ratification of the constitution 
was to be held on the 15th of December, 1855, and the elec 
tion for all State officers on the third Tuesday of January, 
1856.” 

Upon this subject I need say no more. Was 
the Lecompton constitution the emanation of |e- 
gal authority? and does it represent, truly and 
fairly, the voting population, under congressiona| 
and territorial laws? It is known to us all that 
the Territorial Legislature of Kansas, at its ses- 
sion in 1856, passed an act submitting to the peo- 
ple, at the general election in October, 1856, ** the 
expediency of calling a convention to forma Stat 
| constitution.’? That, in obedience to the will of 
the people, the Legislature, on the 19th February, 
1857, passed a law providing for the election of 
delegates, to take place on the 15th June, and the 
| convention to assemble on the 4th day of Septem: 


tor who presented it requested that it should be 
| returned to him; and when it was returned, he 
| gave it, in disgust, back to the man from whom | 
he had received it. This constitution was urged 
as the sovereign remedy forall the ills of Kansas. | 
The minority report of Mr. Cottamer declares 
| that ‘* they saw no earthly source of relief but in 
the formation of a State government by the peo- | 
ple, and the acceptance and ratification thereof 
by Congress.”’ 
| Mr. Sewarp avowed his readiness to receive it, | 


not exceed twenty-five thousand souls. And this 
| House, on the 30th of June, 1856, by a vote of | 

107 yeas to 106 nays, passed the bill admitting | 
| Kansas into the Union under the Topeka consti- | 
tution. The Senate also passed a bill, generally | 
called the Toombs bill, authorizing the people of | 
| Kansas to form a constitution. That bill, when 
| introduced, had a provision that the constitution 


| should be submitted to the people; but, when it |) her thereafter. Great efforts were made to bring 
was reported back from the committee, it was re- || J] parties to the support of those laws. On th 


orted back with that provision stricken out. || 17th of April, 1857, Secretary Stanton issued his 


| President Pierce had previously, in a special mes- || jnaugural as the acting Governor of the Territory, 
| sage, recommended it in the following words: in which he says: 
| 


** This, it seemis to me, can be best accomplished by pro- “The Government of the United States recognizes the 

| Viding that, when the inhabitants of Kansas may desire || authority of the territorial government in all matters whit 
it, and shall be of sufficient numbers to constitute a State, || are within the scope of the organic act of Congress and con 

| a convention of delegates, duly elected by the qualified || sistent with the Federal Constitution. I hold that there can 


| voters, shall assemble to frame a constitution, and thus || pe no other rightful authority exercised within the limits ©! 
prepare, through regular and lawful means, for its admission || Kansas, and I shall proceed to the faithful and impartial es 


| into the Union as a State. 1 respectfully recommend the || eeution of the laws of the Territory, by the use of all the 
| enactment of a law to that effect.” means placed in my power and which may be necessary 
that end. he ee 
“The Government especially recognizes the territorial a 
which provides for assembling a convention to form a Col 
stitution, with a view to making application to Congress " 
admission as a State into the Union. That act is regard’ 
as presenting the only test of the qualification of voters 
delegates to the convention, and all preceding repugnant 
restrictions are thereby repealed. In this light, the act mus’ 
be allowed to have provided for a full and fair 9, za 
of the will of the people, through the delegates who may 
chosen to represent them in the constitutional convention. 


Governor Walker, in his inaugural of the 27! 
of May, 1857, says: 


“ But it is said that the convention is not legally cates 
and that the election will not be freely and fairly condectt . 
The Territorial Legislature is the power ordained for th 
purpose by the Congress of the United States; and i 0? 
posing it, you resist the authority of the Federal oes 
meént. That Legislature was called into being by the 
gress of 1854, and is recognized in the very latest congres 
sional legislation.» «* ~* ° * *° * ne 
~ Tee in this act calling the convention no improper 
unconstitutional restrictions upon the right of suffrage. ® 
see in it no test oath or other similar provisions object" 
in relation to previous laws, but clearly repealedas repug 











About the same time, the Territorial Legisla- 
| ture, at its July session, 1856, passed a law sub- 
o- 
ple; the first section of which is in the following 
words: 

‘Sec. 1. That there shall be, at the first general election 
) to come off in October, 1856, a poll opened at the several 
| places of voting throughout this Territory, for taking the 
| sense of the people of this Territory upon the expediency 
of calling a convention to form a State constitution.”’ 

The election was held; and the people voted in | 
favor of holding a convention. In accordance 
| with this vote, the Territorial Legislature passed 
| “An act to provide for the taking a census, and 
the election of delegates to a convention,’’ on the 
19th February, 1857. The eighth section of said 
act provides that the delegates to the convention 
shall be elected *‘ on the third Monday in June 
next.”? And the sixteenth section provides that 
they shall assemble in convention “ on the first 
Monday of September next,’’ (1857.) The elec- 
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